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1. Introduction 

The Environment (Wales) Act (EWA) came into force in 2016. Public authorities are required by Welsh 

Government to prepare and publish a plan showing how the Section 6 (S6) duty would be fulfilled (the S6 

plan). The Merthyr Tydfil Nature Recovery Action Plan (MTNRAP) 2019-2024 document had a dual purpose. 

Not only did it replace the previous Merthyr Tydfil Biodiversity Action Plan (MTBAP) 2014-2019 document, 

but also represented the S6 plan, in accordance with Welsh Government Guidance: Environment (Wales) Act 

2016 Part 1: Guidance for Section 6 – The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty. 

The MTNRAP was formally adopted by Council on 29th January 2020. 

The MTNRAP included a review undertaken annually following its adoption. The results / outcomes of these 

annual reviews will be incorporated within: 

 the next published S6 plan required (by WG) to be published by the end of 2022; and 

 the next incarnation of the MTNRAP (2024-2029). 

This document represents the 2021 annual review of the actions undertaken by MTCBC and its partners since 

the first annual review (2020).  
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Table 1: Section 7 Priority Habitats (knowledge and actions) 

Habitats 
[Section 7 - The 

Environment (Wales) Act 
2016] 

Specific Actions as set out in MTNRAP 2019-2024 Progress throughout 2021 

Native Woodland 
o Traditional orchards 
o Wood pasture & parkland 
o Upland oak woodland 
o Lowland beech and yew 

woodland 
o Upland mixed ash 

woodland 
o Wet woodland 
o Lowland mixed deciduous 

woodland 

(a) Develop and implement Cwm Taf Fechan Woodland LNR/SSSI Management Plan (2019-2024) in order 
to regain a favourable management regime. 
Specific actions at Cwm Taf Fechan Woodland by the Countryside Team: 

o Gabion baskets installed in carpark 
o New graziers being sought for grassland management 
o River improvement/clean of the Taf Fechan 
o New entrance signage installed 
o 1 staff (Wildlife Trust) plus 1 volunteer chainsaw trained to deal with fallen trees 

 
(b) Continue to implement agreed Plant Health Management Plan (Animal & Plant Health 

Agency/DEFRA) to support Statutory Plant Health Notice at Cyfarthfa Park Woodlands. 
 

(c) Develop and implement a Woodland/Tree Management Plan for Cyfarthfa Historic Park and Gardens. 
 

(d) Pro-actively manage trees and woodlands on public land. 
 

(e) Support community organisations and volunteers to manage relevant small-scale community 
woodlands. 

 
(q) – see ‘Linear Features’ 
(x) –  see ‘INNS’ 

 
General tree planting pledge across the County Borough. 
 

(a) The ‘Cwm Taf Fechan Woodland LNR/SSSI Management Plan (2019-2024)’ was completed by the 
Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales. In terms of implementation of the plan, this has been 
delayed by both the Covid 19 pandemic and staff turnover at the Wildlife Trust. The Valleys Reserves 
Officer has left their post and the process of recruitment is ongoing into 2022. 

(b) Plant Health Management Plan (Animal & Plant Health Agency/DEFRA) continues to be implemented 
to support Statutory Plant Health Notice at Cyfarthfa Park Woodlands. In 2020. Further Larch 
specimens were removed, Rhododendron were killed off using herbicide (used in a targeted 
manner), works to tackle Ash die-back were undertaken. This work has been ongoing in 2021 and 
will continue into 2022. 

(c) Works relevant to the Cyfarthfa Park Woodland Management Plan (2018-2023) were undertaken in 
2020. For example, tree thinning, removal of diseased specimens and treatment of INNS (Japanese 
knotweed). This work will continue into 2022. 

(d) The Parks department continues to undertake management of trees and woodland on public land. 
A general ‘Tree Policy’ is under development by the Arboricultural Officer at MTCBC along with a 
separate, specific strategy to tackle Ash die-back and its impacts. The ‘Tree policy’ was completed 
and adopted by MTCBC in June 2021. 

A Method Statement for the Protection of Wildlife Species and Habitats in Relation to Ash Dieback 
Management was produced in 2021 by the Council’s Ecologist. This was developed for use by the 
Council’s Arboricultural Officer and Parks Department to ensure all works undertaken in relation to 
Ash Dieback are undertaken with proper consideration for protected species and habitats and within 
the law. 

(e) Support community organisations and volunteers to manage relevant small-scale community 
woodlands. For example in Nant Llwynog Park in Bedlinog. In 2021 the Friends of Nant Llwynog Park 
began some thinning of the woodland copses within the site and are considering a forestry 
consultant for guidance. 

The Parks Department have planted over 175 clear stem standard trees throughout the County Borough in 2021. 
 
Area Statements 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) is responsible for Area Statements under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. Area 
statements are a method of gathering evidence regarding natural resources and ecosystems in an areas that can be 
used by stakeholders for decision-making regarding how to manage them sustainably. Merthyr Tydfil County Borough 
(MTCB) is included within the ‘South Central Area Statement’ (which also encompasses Bridgend, Vale of Glamorgan, 
Rhondda Cynon Taff and Cardiff). 
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NRW are currently developing the evidence base of the South Central Area in order to produce a final ‘Woodland 
Ecosystems Resilience Assessment’ document. 

Semi-natural Grassland 
o Coastal and floodplain 

grazing marsh 
o Lowland meadows 
o Lowland calcareous 

grassland 
o Upland Calcareous 

Grassland 
o Lowland dry acid grassland 
o Purple Moorgrass and rush 

pastures 

(f) Adopt grass cutting regimes to encourage biodiversity where there is not another specific functional 
reason for management. In liaison with the Countryside department, the Parks department are 
proposing to change their grassland management regime. Grassland habitat in the ownership of 
MTCB is to be mapped and new cutting schedules revised with the overall aim of cutting less and 
cutting later. Biodiversity and Grassland Management talk – presented to Council Members and the 
Parks department staff. 
 

(g) West Merthyr landscape clearly and transparently protected from development, which would 
damage the designated features of a nationally important biodiversity designation (Cwm Glo SSSI).  
 
Alternate sites for proposals will be encouraged. 

 
Designation of a new ‘common’ SINC (#4 Merthyr Common Central) proposed in the Merthyr Tydfil Replacement 
Local Development Plan 2016-2031. 
 
Meadow management of grassland at Cwm Blacks including scrub clearance / access clearance (in collaboration 
with Groundwork Wales). 
 
Draft Meadow Management Plan for Cyfarthfa meadows. 
 
3x volunteers trained in the use of brushcutters and strimmers to assist with grassland management projects. 

(f) Grass cutting regimes – five areas chosen as priority biodiversity sites in 2020 were as follows:  

o Haydn Terrace, half of disused football pitch; 
o Parc Taff Bargoed, field within park; 
o ‘The Incline’ Twynyrodden, lower half only; 
o Teddington’s Football Field, disused playing field;  
o Beech Terrace, Penydarren, northern half of old skateboard park. 

NB the site previously earmarked at Prince Charles Hospital (disused football pitch) has been removed from 
this scheme as funding has been secured to improve the site as a wetland under a separate project. 

The five sites were chosen for their existing biodiversity interest and for their suitability and access for a 
new tractor-mounted cut-and-collect machine. In 2020, funding was secured by the MTCBC Countryside 
Team from The National Heritage Fund and Welsh Government’s new grant programme ‘Local Places for 
Nature’. The funding allowed the purchase of a new tractor mounted cut-and-collect machine (Amazone 
Smartcut 2100) to allow grass clippings (initially from the six priority areas listed above) to be collected 
once or twice a year by the Parks Department Team. Scarifying blades can also be fitted, which will aid in 
future maintenance and development of new areas. These five sites were cut once in 2021 (by the Parks 
Department) with the grass clippings collected – using a large cut and collect machine. 

A further nine biodiversity smaller sites were chosen to expand the scheme: 

o Trelewis Junction 
o Georgetown Verge Embankment 
o Aberfan Cenotaph Grass Verge 
o Bell’s Hill Grass Verge 
o Gray’s Place, Merthyr Vale 
o A470 Flyover Grass Verge 
o Glantaf Street Mini-park 
o Old Edwardsville Baths 
o Trefechan Layby 

These nine sites were also cut once in 2021 (by the Parks Department). These areas were strimmed, with 
the arisings manually raked off. MTCBC will take receipt of a smaller cut and collect machine in early 2022 
(funding again secured by the MTCBC Countryside Team from The National Heritage Fund and Welsh 
Government’s new grant programme ‘Local Places for Nature’), which will be capable of dealing with these 
smaller sites going forward. 

Ecological surveys of all 14 sites were undertaken by the Council’s Ecologist in 2021 to form baseline data 
and to inform the management of each site. Management prescriptions were passed on to the Parks 
Department for implementation. The baseline data will be used to show the improvements taking place 
year on year and to evaluate the benefits of the new management regime. 
 
NB an updated grass cutting fact sheet was sent out on social media in October 2021. 

 
(g) West Merthyr landscape clearly and transparently protected from development, which would damage the 

designated features of a nationally important biodiversity designation (Cwm Glo SSSI). 

 
Alternate sites for proposals will be encouraged. 
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This is still the situation. 
 
The Meadow Management Plan for Cyfarthfa Meadows (2018) is being followed regularly (undertaken by the Parks 
Team) and occurred as normal during 2021. 
 
The Friends of Nant Llwynog Park in Bedlinog have undertaken management of grassland areas within the Park site to 
prevent scrub encroachment and to suppress unwanted species, for example, that might otherwise impact the 
assemblage of orchids present onsite. 
 
Waxcaps 
Important habitat containing waxcap fungi assemblages were identified in 2021 within horse-grazed grassland habitat 
in fields running alongside the existing A464, and which would be directly impacted by the A465 dualling works. 
A plan was therefore formulated to translocate turf (containing the waxcaps) from the affected areas into a receptor 
area (under Council ownership) to the south of the construction footprint. 
 
Area Statements 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) is responsible for Area Statements under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. Area 
statements are a method of gathering evidence regarding natural resources and ecosystems in an areas that can be 
used by stakeholders for decision-making regarding how to manage them sustainably. Merthyr Tydfil County Borough 
(MTCB) is included within the ‘South Central Area Statement’ (which also encompasses Bridgend, Vale of Glamorgan, 
Rhondda Cynon Taff and Cardiff). 
NRW are currently developing the evidence base of the South Central Area in order to produce a final ‘Grasslands 
Ecosystems Resilience Assessment’ document. 

 

Heathland 
o Lowland heathland 
o Upland heathland 
o Mountain heaths and 

willow scrub 
 

 
 

(x) –  see ‘INNS’ 
 

Other actions: 
 
o Y Graig SINC – ffridd habitat dominated by bracken. Paths created through the bracken habitat using a 

‘bracken bruiser’ (supplied and operated by South Wales Fire and Rescue Service) in order to open up the 
habitat to encourage bilberry and other heathland species. 

o Bracken cut back in Treharris Park 
 

 
 
(x) –  see ‘INNS’ 
 
Other actions: 
 

o Y Graig SINC – ffridd habitat dominated by bracken. Paths previously created were reinforced using the 
‘bracken bruiser’ (again supplied and operated by South Wales Fire and Rescue Service). One visit was made 
in the summer of 2020. 

o Further visits have been made by the South Wales Fire and Rescue Service in 2021 for further reinforcement 
of the paths using the ‘bracken bruiser’. 

o No management works occurred in Treharris Park in 2020 due to Covid 19 restrictions. 

Wetland 
o Upland flushes, fens and 

swamps 
o Lowland fens 
o Reedbeds 
o Lowland raised bog 
o Blanket bog 
o Ponds 

 
(h) Repeat 1999 MTCBC Pond Survey.  

 
(i) Plans for the sustainable management of the Bargod Taf river catchment with a focus on biodiverse, 

connective and sustainable future management for the lakes (online main river) at Parc Taf Bargod. 
In September 2019, the Council agreed to accept funding from the Welsh Government’s Rural 
Communities – Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 Sustainable Management Scheme 
(funded by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the Welsh Government). An 
amount of £507,287 was secured for the restoration of Taf Bargod river catchment landscape. 
 

 
(h) Repeat 1999 MTCBC Pond Survey. Not yet undertaken. Future plans include investigating sources of 

funding. This will be ongoing in 2022. 
 

(i) Summary of Taff Bargoed Catchment Restoration Scheme – ‘Restore the River’ – this is a three-year, 
EU/WG/NRW funded programme intended to: 
 

o Improve habitats in the river and surrounding areas of Taff Bargoed 
o Reduce the flows and silt transportation along the river from below Ffos-y-Fran to the lake at 

Parc Taf Bargoed 
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(j) Create new sustainably manageable ponds in suitable locations 
 

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) have provided £7,000 from their ‘Vital Nature Fund’ towards improvement works 
at Webber’s Pond, in Gethin Woods in the west of the County Borough. A management committee has been 
created with representatives from NRW, MTCBC, Merthyr Tydfil & District Naturalists Society and Bike Park Wales. 
There are silt issues along stream that feeds Webber’s Pond and therefore within the pond itself. The scheme will 
not only include restorative and preventative measures for the pond, but also measures to protect and survey for 
protected species (e.g., the installation of ‘otter alert’ reflectors along the A470 adjacent to the site and surveys 
of the pond for water vole and great crested newt). 

 
Other actions by the Countryside team included: 
o Aquatic planting scheme at Treharris Park 
o Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) money sought for pond creation in collaboration with the Amphibian and 

Reptile Conservation Trust (ARC) 
o River clean at Aberfan, Quaker’s Yard, Pentrebach, Taf Fechan and Merthyr Town Centre – MTCBC, Keep 

Wales Tidy (KWT), Woodland Trust, Actif woods 
o New wetland habitat created in Sandy Park 

o Keep as much recreational open water as possible within the inline lake by reduction and 
redistribution of the silt deposition 

 
Works undertaken in 2020 period: 
 

o Engagement with stakeholder groups around the lake issues 
o Initial contact made with landowners in the catchment about access to land for surveys 
o Agreed an MoA with Hydro-Environmental Research Centre at Cardiff University for 

monitoring 
o Received interest from PhD student for research on the project and catchment 
o Engagement with entomologist for invertebrates study in the catchment 
o Initial contact with PONT Cymru about engaging with farmers on improving agricultural land 

around the river 
o Establishment of social media presence on Facebook and Twitter 
o Worked with JBA Consultants to produce draft designs for lake works, currently being 

circulated for comment 
o Project presented to Wales Biodiversity Partnership conference 

 
In 2021, ecological survey work designed to provide baseline data for species using the lake and wider 
catchment. For example, bats, birds, otter, great crested newt, invertebrates. There was a mix of 
conventional site surveys along with eDNA survey work for a wide range of species. Detailed reports were 
provided to inform the scheme. 
 

(j) Creation of sustainably manageable ponds in suitable locations: 
 

o x1 pond re-installed at Nant Llwynog Park, Bedlinog. 
o x2 ponds were to be created in February 2021 at Taf Fechan Nature reserve in collaboration 

with the Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Trust (ARC). This is currently on hold, with hopes 
for works to perhaps be undertaken in 2022. 

o x2 ponds restored and x1 pond created at Treharris Park (‘Parks Alive’ project). 
o Treharris Park Wetland project using funds secured by the MTCBC Countryside Team (‘Local 

Places for Nature’ 2021 grant programme’ - The National Heritage Fund and Welsh 
Government). Wetland areas dug out, footpaths, fence and seating installed. Hedgerow and 
aquatic plants were added in 2021. 

 
Trelewis Park 
Creation of a new wetland area consisting of new waterbody and wet meadow/woodland with new footpath access and 
living willow bird hide. 

The wetland consists of: 
o c.217m2 of open water 
o c.90 linear metres footpath 
o EG8 – Meadow grass mixture for wet soils, c.500m2 
o x540 native trees, consisting of Alder, Downy birch, Hazel, Hawthorn,  Blackthorn, Sessile oak, Rowan, Elder, 

Guelder rose. 
o Wetland plug plants: Flowering rush, Flag iris, Marsh marigold, Water forget me not, Purple loosestrife, 

Yellow loosestrife, Water mint, Spiked water milfoil, Common bistort, Greater spearwort, Celery leaved 
buttercup, Common valerian, Hemp agrimony, Meadowsweet, Devil’s bit scabious, Common sedge, Hairy 
sedge, Lesser pond sedge, Common spiked rush, Galingale, Meadow foxtail, Purple moor grass, Cowslip. 
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Treharris Park 
Management of wetland and creation of enlarged pond at park entrance. 
 
Edward Street, Pant 
Creation of a series of scrapes in existing wet amenity grassland to provide further habitat and open water. 
 
The Marsh Fields (adjacent to Prince Charles Hospital) 
Improvement to and creation of wetland habitat due to commence in January 2022. Elements include: 

o Dry stone walling c.17 linear metres 
o Wetland habitat to be created c.480m2 
o Wildflower plug plants: Yarrow, Kidney vetch, Common knapweed, Common chickory, Teasel, 

Meadowsweet, Meadow cranesbill, Perforate St. John’s wort, Cat’s ear, Field scabious, Rough hawkbit, Ox-
eye daisy, Purple toadflax, Common toadflax, Bird’s foot trefoil, Ragged robin, Purple loosestrife, Musk 
mallow, Water mint, Evening primrose, Wild marjoram, Fox-and-cubs, Ribwort plantain, Jacob’s-ladder, 
Cowslip, Self-heal, Meadow clary, Devil’s-bit scabious, Salad burnet, Red campion, Common thyme, Wild 
thyme, Salsify, Red clover, Great mullein, Moth mullein. 

o x2 interpretation panels. 
NB to inform the scheme and produce baseline ecological data, ecological survey work was undertaken in 2021. A 
Preliminary botanical survey (undertaken by the Council’s Ecologist) and an invertebrate survey (undertaken by a 
specialist consultant). 
 
Area Statements 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) is responsible for Area Statements under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. Area 
statements are a method of gathering evidence regarding natural resources and ecosystems in an areas that can be 
used by stakeholders for decision-making regarding how to manage them sustainably. Merthyr Tydfil County Borough 
(MTCB) is included within the ‘South Central Area Statement’ (which also encompasses Bridgend, Vale of Glamorgan, 
Rhondda Cynon Taff and Cardiff). 
NRW are currently developing the evidence base of the South Central Area in order to produce a final ‘Peatland 
Ecosystems Resilience Assessment’ document. 

Inland Rock 
o Eutrophic standing waters 
o Aquifer-fed naturally 

fluctuating water bodies 
o Inland rock outcrop and 

scree habitats 
o Limestone pavement 

 
(z) – see ‘Geodiversity’ 

 
(k) Geological interpretation and education on unique local natural resources, how climate has changed 

and links to the impact of their use on socio-industrial history, culture and global economy. 
- 

Mineral Spoil 
o Calaminarian grasslands 
o Open mosaic habitats on 

previously developed land 

 
(y) – see ‘Soil’ 
 
(z) – see ‘Geodiversity’ 
 

(l) Support scientific ecological research on coal/mineral spoil sites 

 
(y) – see ‘Soil’ 
 
(z) – see ‘Geodiversity’ 
 

(l) Invertebrate surveys commissioned in connection with the ‘Restore the River’ project, results and report 
supplied to project lead in 2021 – see (i) Wetland 
Invertebrate survey commissioned in connection with the ‘Marsh Fields’ wetland project near Prince 
Charles Hospital – see (j) Wetland. 
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Urban  
(d) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
 
(e) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
 
(f) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 

 
(m) Develop a real time, online Green Infrastructure spatial plan using existing data. 

 
(n) Aspiration to designate one Local Nature Reserve, from appropriate Open Spaces Strategy sites in 

each Electoral Ward, through the Replacement LDP process and support sustainable management 
schemes for wildlife improvements on these sites in particular.  

 
(p) – see ‘Ffridd’ 
 
(q) – see ‘Linear Features’ 
 

Other green infrastructure actions: 
o 44 way markers to be placed on priority open spaces 
o Green Infrastructure website underway 
o Tomato growing in abandoned telephone boxes in Bedlinog 
o Planting throughout County Borough for pollinators 2018 - 1000 Primula, 50 Geranium 

sp, 105 Cyclamen sp, 1500 Allium sp, 1100 Fritillaria sp, 2000 Galanthus sp, 2000 
Narcissus sp, 100 Camassia sp, 50 Corydalis sp, 2000 Crocus sp, 300 Tulipa sp 

o Planting throughout County Borough for pollinators 2019 – 500 Hyacinthoides sp, 200g 
Hyacinthoides sp seed, 50 Ficaria verna, 100 Allium ursinum, 200 Allium 
sphaerocephalon, 100 Fritillaria meleagris, 1000 Galanthus nivalis, 100 Narcissus 
pseudonarcissus, 150 Eranthis hyemalis, 510 Anemone nemorosa, 50 Camassia sp, 300 
Crocus sp, 100 Ipheion iniflorum 

o Green wedge – Swansea Road, four hornbeams planted by the Parks department. 
o Replacement trees planted at Newlands park 
o New orchard planted at Well Street 
o Trees planted at Twynyrodyn  Avenue 

 
(d) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
 
(e) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
 
(f) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
 

(m) Develop a real time, online Green Infrastructure spatial plan using existing data. Still ongoing. 
 
Progress is expected on this during 2022. 

 
(n) Aspiration to designate one Local Nature Reserve, from appropriate Open Spaces Strategy sites in each 

Electoral Ward, and support sustainable management schemes for wildlife improvements on these sites in 
particular. No work commenced on this as yet. 
 
Progress is expected on this during 2022. 

 
(p) – see ‘Ffridd’ 
 
(q) – see ‘Linear Features’ 
 
Troedyrhiw Park 
Well-being Garden. This is, in essence, a reclamation scheme, aimed at transforming hard surfacing to a growing medium 
without the use of topsoil. Not all plants will be native as this is intended to be more a nectar / herb / food/ xerophytic 
garden. Native wildflowers will include: Meadowsweet, Cow parsley, Wild carrot, Teasel, Ox-eye daisy, Ribwort plantain, 
Moth mullein, Common knapweed, Common foxglove, Purple toadflax, Musk mallow, Wild marjoram, Self-heal, Salad 
burnet, Wallflower, Common kidney vetch, Perforate St. John’s wort, Cat’s ear, Rough hawksbit, Common toadflax, 
Bird’s-foot trefoil, Evening primrose, Dark mullein, Great mullein, Borage, Nettle-leaved bellflower, Common chickory, 
Field forget-me-not, Field scabious, Viper’s bugloss. 
In addition there will be pleached hornbeam around the outside edge of the garden. 
 
Area Statements 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) is responsible for Area Statements under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. Area 
statements are a method of gathering evidence regarding natural resources and ecosystems in an areas that can be 
used by stakeholders for decision-making regarding how to manage them sustainably. Merthyr Tydfil County Borough 
(MTCB) is included within the ‘South Central Area Statement’ (which also encompasses Bridgend, Vale of Glamorgan, 
Rhondda Cynon Taff and Cardiff). 
NRW are currently developing the evidence base of the South Central Area in order to produce a final ‘Urban Ecosystems 
Resilience Assessment’ document. 
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Forestry  
(o) Designation of four new ‘forestry’ SINCs proposed in the Merthyr Tydfil Replacement Local 

Development Plan 20106-2031 (#61 Gethin Forest; #62 Cefn Forest; #63 St Tydfil Forest (East) and 
#64 St Tydfil Forest (West). 

 
(o) Four new ‘forestry’ SINCs (#61 Gethin Forest; #62 Cefn Forest; #63 St Tydfil Forest (East) and #64 St Tydfil 
Forest (West) designated within in the Merthyr Tydfil Replacement Local Development Plan 20106-2031, which was 
adopted by Council on 29th January 2020. 
  
Nothing further for 2021. 

Rivers and Streams 
o Rivers 

 
(a) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(g) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
(i) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(l) – see ‘Mineral Spoil’ 
(n) – see ‘Urban’ 
(t) – see ‘Fish’ 
(x) -  see ‘INNS’ 

 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) have provided £7,000 from their ‘Vital Nature Fund’ towards improvement works 
at Webber’s Pond, in Gethin Woods in the west of the County Borough. A management committee has been 
created with representatives from NRW, MTCBC, Merthyr Tydfil & District Naturalists Society and Bike Park Wales. 
There are silt issues along stream that feeds Webber’s Pond and therefore within the pond itself. The scheme will, 
not only include restorative and preventative measures for the pond, but also measures to protect and survey for 
protected species (e.g., the installation of ‘otter alert’ reflectors along the A470 adjacent to the site and surveys 
of the pond for water vole and great crested newt). 

 
(a) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(g) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
(i) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(l) – see ‘Mineral Spoil’ 
(n) – see ‘Urban’ 
(t) – see ‘Fish’ 
(x) -  see ‘INNS’ 
 
See ‘Wetland’ section for 2020 update regarding Webber’s Pond works. 
 
Area Statements 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) is responsible for Area Statements under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. Area 
statements are a method of gathering evidence regarding natural resources and ecosystems in an areas that can be 
used by stakeholders for decision-making regarding how to manage them sustainably. Merthyr Tydfil County Borough 
(MTCB) is included within the ‘South Central Area Statement’ (which also encompasses Bridgend, Vale of Glamorgan, 
Rhondda Cynon Taff and Cardiff). 
NRW are currently developing the evidence base of the South Central Area in order to produce a final ‘Freshwater 
Ecosystem Resilience Assessment’ document. 

Ffridd (p) Work in partnership with other statutory bodies and partners (e.g., The Fire Service) to sustainably & 
pro-actively manage bracken habitats. 

See Heathland ‘Other actions’ for 2021. 
 
(p) Y Graig SINC –  is described as an area of Ffridd habitat (the biologically diverse transition zone between the enclosed 
lowlands and the uplands) and was designated (according to the guidelines of the designation of SINCs in South Wales) 
for a range of habitat types and species (Woodland, Neutral Grasslands, Acid Grasslands, Marshy Grasslands, Bracken 
Communities, Heath & Grass-Heath Habitats, Mosaic Habitats, Rock Exposures, Other Features, Invertebrates, Vascular 
Plants).  
 
There are a number of things happening concurrently at the Y Graig SINC site in Merthyr Tydfil. This has been highlighted 
during 2021. 
 
1.      The site is one of 7 demonstration sites within the Welsh Government funded ‘Healthy Hillside’ scheme coordinated 
by the South Wales Fire Service. 
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2.      Part of the site to the north west is being impacted by a major Welsh Government road project (A465: section 5 
and 6 Dowlais to Hirwaun) - https://gov.wales/a465-section-5-and-6-dowlais-top-hirwaun-overview. 
 
In order to aid everyone’s understanding of activities onsite moving forward over the next few years, the Council’s 
Ecologist organised a series of meetings with all interested parties (including The South Wales Fire and Rescue Service, 
The Wildlife Trust, Natural Resources Wales, MTCBC along with the road construction company – Future Valleys and 
their ecologists – TACP). The aim of the meetings was to try to ensure cooperation during the ongoing works/projects 
and produce a better outcome for the Y Pant SINC site. This means in terms of the onsite habitats and species, via 
effective habitat restoration/compensation and conservation of the disrupted/destroyed habitat and better 
management of the parts of the site untouched by the road scheme. 
 
There will be further such meetings in 2022. 
 

Linear Features 
o Hedgerows 
o Drystone Walls 

 
(e) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 

 
(o) Provide annual opportunities for voluntary sector to learn traditional countryside and horticultural 

skills 

 
(e) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
 
(s) No skills provision occurred in Treharris Park in 2020 due to Covid 19 restrictions. 

  

https://gov.wales/a465-section-5-and-6-dowlais-top-hirwaun-overview
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Table 2: Section 7 Priority Species (knowledge and actions) 

Species 
[Section 7 - The 

Environment 
(Wales) Act 2016] 

Local 
[SEWBReC data searches undertaken in January 2021] 

[SEWBReC data searches undertaken in November 2021] 
Actions (*Priority Species in Merthyr Tydfil) 

Mammals  

(a) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(b) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(c) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(d) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(e) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(f) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
(g) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
(h) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(i) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(j) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(k) – see ‘Inland Rock’ 
(l) – see ‘Mineral Spoil’ 
(m) – see ‘Urban’ 
(n) – see ‘Urban’ 
(o) – see ‘Forestry’ 
(p) – see ‘Ffridd’ 
(q) – see ‘Linear Features’ 

Bat species 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included a total of 921 records for bat species between 1966 and 2020. 
Species recorded included brown-long eared bat, common pipistrelle, Daubenton’s, greater horseshoe bat, lesser horseshoe 
bat, Nathusius’ pipistrelle, Natterer’s bat, noctule, serotine, soprano pipistrelle and whiskered bat. 
 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included a total of 933 records for bat species between 1966 and 
2021.  Species recorded included brown-long eared bat, common pipistrelle, Daubenton’s, greater horseshoe bat, lesser 
horseshoe bat, Nathusius’ pipistrelle, Natterer’s bat, noctule, serotine, soprano pipistrelle and whiskered bat. 
 

Legislative protection has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system. 
 
Examples of bat related actions undertaken by the Council in 2021: 
 
Cyfarthfa Park 
Works were undertaken proposed to make safe a dead tree along a public pathway.  The tree had low/moderate 
potential suitability for roosting bats (there was loose bark and some split limbs). A bat activity survey (dusk 
emergence) was undertaken by the Council’s Ecologist in late June 2021 under suitable conditions.  No bats were 
observed to emerge from the subject tree.  Despite the negative result, caution in terms of bats was used when 
the works to the tree were carried out. 
As the tree was dead, it could not be safely climbed and therefore a MEWP (Mobile Elevated Work Platform) was 
used to gain access to the upper regions of the tree in order to make the necessary cuts. The Council’s Ecologist 
inspected all potential roost features (that can be accessed via the MEWP) prior to the cuts being made. No bats 
or signs of bats were found. The tree was made safe by removal of all main limbs with the main trunk being left as 
standing deadwood. 
 
Re-roofing works to Council-owned property 
In March 2021 was noted by the Council’s Ecologist that re-roofing works were in the process of being undertaken 
at the Civic Centre (the whole building was to undergo external works to replace the roof, soffit boxes, rainwater 
goods and windows). A Preliminary Roost Assessment (PRA) for bats and nesting birds of the building was 
recommended and undertaken by the Council’s Ecologist. A range of Potential Roost Features for bats were 
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observed during the assessment (including gaps under ridge tiles, ridge tiles with vents, lifted slates, broken slates). 
The building therefore had moderate potential suitability for crevice-dwelling bat species and low potential 
suitability for roof-dwelling bat species. Two bat activity surveys were recommended and an ecological consultant 
was commissioned to undertake these follow-up surveys. The results were negative and the works then went ahead 
with the confidence that they were unlikely to be impacts on bats and would be within the law. 
 
This process highlighted that all works to replace roofs (including soffits/fascias/bargeboards etc) of Council 
buildings would require similar consideration for bats. As a result, ecological consultants were commissioned to 
survey three other such re-roofing projects in MTCB for 2021 – all primary schools (Troedyrhiw, Cyfarthfa and 
Gwaunfarren). Both Troedyrhiw and Cyfarthfa Primary Schools were identified as bat roosts and derogation 
licences from Natural Resources Wales (NRW) were required in order to undertake the works within the law. 
 
Pont Y Cafnau Bridge 
A specialist ecological consultant (with rope climbing expertise) was commissioned in 2021 to undertake a series 
of surveys of the bridge. The bridge was subject to essential repair works with the potential to impact roosting bats 
(as also nesting birds and otter). The consultant undertook a PRA and found the bridge to have high potential 
suitability for roosting bats, with features capable of supporting maternity roosts. Three bat activity surveys were 
therefore recommended and undertaken. 

European otter 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 145 records for European otter between 1960 and 2019. 
Records for otter have been returned on all the main rivers in the County Borough (Rivers Taff and Taff Bargoed). 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 153 records for European otter between 1960 and 2021. 
Records for otter have been returned on all the main rivers in the County Borough (Rivers Taff and Taff Bargoed). 
 
Photographic evidence and otter reports from public and anglers increasing within the County Borough. 

Legislative protection has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system. 
 
Examples of bat related actions undertaken in 2021: 
 
Webber’s Pond 
As reported last year, NRW have provided £7,000 from their ‘Vital Nature Fund’ towards improvement works at 
Webber’s Pond, in Gethin Woods in the west of the County Borough. As part of this scheme, installation of ‘otter 
alert’ reflectors along the A470 adjacent Webber’s Pond in Gethin Woodland was proposed. The aim is to decrease 
the incidence of road traffic deaths. An investigation was commissioned into the otter road traffic deaths and the 
report recommended some simple improvements to existing culverts passing under the A470. 
 
NRW have also made the following proposals: 

o Possible dredging of the pond to help with the silting issue – this may also benefit nearby otter. Survey 
work would be required prior to any dredging activity, this is proposed to include a bathymetric survey 
and an eDNA survey. 

o Construction of an artificial otter holt. 
 
NB otter reflectors have not yet been purchased/installed, however, this is still planned for the future. 
 
Cyfarthfa Leat 

A derogation licence was granted by Natural Resources Wales (NRW) for repair works to the Leat. The Council’s 
Ecologist had identified a nearby otter holt that would be disturbed by the works. The licence ensured the works 
were undertaken within the law. 

 

Otter pass 

Following a request from SEWRT passed on by the Council’s Ecologist, the Engineering department repaired the 
otter pass on the Afon Taff in the town centre. 
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Other 

During their work on Merthyr’s rivers, South East Wales Rivers Trust (SEWRT) are continually receiving reports of 
otter as far south as Quaker’s Yard. 

West European 
hedgehog 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 97 records for west European hedgehog between 1976 and 
2020. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 105 records for west European hedgehog between 1976 and 
2021. 
 
A number of hedgehog footprint tunnel surveys have been held throughout Merthyr to identify abundance and location.  
 

(p) Hedgehog* – Promotion, education, surveying, habitat creation and monitoring 
 
Legislative protection has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system in particular 
recommendations made for considerate site clearance, installation of gaps in boundaries for the passage of 
hedgehogs through sites (‘Hedgehog Highways’). 

Brown hare 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 14 records for brown hare between 1978 and 2008. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 14 records for brown hare between 1978 and 2008. 
 
There have been sightings at the Land Reclamation at the Ffos-y-Fran Restoration site. 
 
2014 - Mammal ramp put in on Gurnos Tramroad & Leat Scheduled Ancient Monument. 

Legislative protection has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system. 
 
Brown Hare – Ffos-y-Fran Restoration Strategy – ongoing. 
 
 

Polecat 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 14 records for polecat between 1972 and 2019. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 15 records for polecat between 1972 and 2019. 
 

See sections on: 
 

o Native woodland 
o Wetland 
o Rivers and streams 

Common dormouse 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 0 records for common dormouse, however, there is ample 
suitable habitat within the County Borough boundary and so the dearth of records can be attributable to a lack of survey work 
rather than a lack of presence. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 0 records for common dormouse. 
 
A search for common dormouse records within an approximate 8km buffer of the boundary of Merthyr County Borough 
returned 2 records: 

o Penmoelallt: Cefn-Coed-y-Cymmer (live animal) 

o Cefn Hengoed Hillside (eaten hazel nut) 
 
Likely sites within Merthyr Tydfil County Borough include: 

o Taf Fechan Nature Reserve 

o Pontygwaith Nature Reserve 

Legislative protection has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system. 
 
Nest tube surveys planned for common dormouse for the 2021 season – not undertaken due to Covid 19 
restrictions. They will be postponed until the 2022 season. These surveys will target the most likely areas that this 
species may be found, including any suitable habitat within MTCB that is connected to the areas with known 
records (returned by SEWBReC) outside of the boundary of the County Borough. 

Water vole 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 5 records for water vole between 1976 and 2009. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 5 records for water vole between 1976 and 2009. 
 
 
Possible water vole feeding signs were identified at Nant Llwnog Park in 2019. 
 
There are also 19 records for American mink between 1977 and 2019. 
 

Legislative protection has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system. 
 
Work planned: 
 

o NRW have provided £7,000 from their ‘Vital Nature Fund’ towards improvement works at Webber’s 
Pond, in Gethin Woods in the west of the County Borough. As part of this scheme, water vole surveys 
are proposed at the pond. NB a presence or absence eDNA test is now available for water vole.  

o Protection of sites with existing populations. 
o Enhancement, restoration, creation of water vole habitat to connect with sites where there are 

existing populations. 



Merthyr Tydfil Nature Recovery Action Plan, Annual Review 2021 

THE BIODIVERSITY & RESILIENCE OF ECOSYSTEMS DUTY S6 ENVIRONMENT (WALES) ACT 2016  

 

14 | P a g e  
 

o Follow-up water vole survey work to be undertaken in response to feeding signs identified at Nant 
Llwnog Park in 2019. NB a presence or absence eDNA test is now available for water vole. This has 
not yet been undertaken, but is planned for 2022. 

 

Birds 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included approximately 21,900 records for 153 species between 1900 
and 2020. Of these, 34 were Schedule 1 (as defined by The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended). 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes approximately 24,865 records for 162 species between 1900 
and 2021. Of these, 34 were Schedule 1 (as defined by The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended). 
 
Below are some examples of work undertaken in the County Borough for the benefit of bird species:  
 
2015: pied flycatcher nest boxes installed at Cwm Taf Fechan SSSI/LNR by The Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales. 
 
2017: dipper boxes installed town centre on the River Taff below the Fire Station with the help of SW Fire Service and at Parc 
Taf Bargod. 
 
2017: house martin boxes installed on a new home front scheme Treharris. 
 
2017: lapwing mitigation at Dowlais Top contained within WG A465 dualling proposals. 
 
2016: swift tower installed at Taf Bargoed Parc. 
 
2016: house sparrow boxes installed at Cyfarthfa Park Bothy building. 
 
Various community events by many organisations focus on bird feeders and nest boxes. 
 
Within the planning system, measures for the maintenance and enhancement of application sites in terms of bird life (including 
the protection and/or creation of suitable bird habitat and the erection of bird boxes) are routinely recommended. 

(a) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(b) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(c) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(d) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(e) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(f) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
(g) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
(h) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(i) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(j) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(k) – see ‘Inland Rock’ 
(l) – see ‘Mineral Spoil’ 
(m) – see ‘Urban’ 
(n) – see ‘Urban’ 
(o) – see ‘Forestry’ 
(p) – see ‘Ffridd’ 
(q) – see ‘Linear Features’ 

(q) House Sparrow* - Promotion, education, surveying, habitat creation and monitoring 
 
Lapwing – Ffos-y-Fran Restoration Strategy (ongoing). 
 
Legislative protection has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system. 
 
Glamorgan Bird Club (GBC) is usually active within the Merthyr area, however, due to Covid 19 restrictions, 
activities have been limited in 2021. GBC have set up links with The Friends of Nant Llwynog Park and have 
continued to work on the Willow Tit project - trying to set up partnerships with relevant local authorities, including 
MTCBC. NB  NRW have provided £7,000 from their ‘Vital Nature Fund’ towards improvement works at Webber’s 
Pond, in Gethin Woods in the west of the County Borough. As part of this scheme, ring-barking has been proposed 
in the wet woodland near to Webber’s Pond (in Gethin Woods) in order to provide suitable habitat for willow tit. 
 
Previous work (by MTCBC Countryside Team and South East Wales Rivers Trust, SEWRT) at the inlet of ‘top’ pond 
at Penywern to prevent silt ingress and to create a refuge for smaller fish was completed. In 2020, this work resulted 
in the successful breeding of pair of Great Crested Grebe producing a total of three chicks. The Grebes also 
successfully nested during the 2021 season. There are also swans using the pond. In addition, through the work of 
SEWRT, there have been numerous sightings of kingfisher and heron on Merthyr’s rivers. 

Fish 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 7 records for European eel between 1969 and 2006. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 8 records for European eel between 1969 and 2006. 
 
 
Salmon and Trout Conservation (S&TC) Cymru and South East Wales Rivers Trust (SEWRT), as joint leaders for the European 
eel in the Wales Environment Link (WEL) species champion initiative, have come together with members of Merthyr Anglers 
and NRW to help protect eels in Merthyr. 
 

 
See sections on: 
 

o Wetland 
o Rivers and streams 

 
(r) European eel - promotion, education, surveying, habitat creation, release and monitoring programme. 

(N.B. signal crayfish predator) 
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2017: South East Wales Rivers Trust trialled a project to release European eels back into the River Taf with help and support 
from local schools. 
 
2018: young eels (elvers) were released into both Cyfarthfa lake and Taf Bargoed lake. 
 
2019: more than 100 elvers were again released into the Taf Bargoed river, with a similar number released into Cyfarthfa and 
Taf Bargoed lakes. 
 
This conservation project also involves moving barriers (e.g., wiers) from our rivers so that the eels can migrate more easily.  
 
2007-2017: pollution incidents at Taf Fechan reported regularly to NRW. 
 
 
 
 

Other actions: 
 
3x Eel tanks bought for eel release project in 2020. 
 
Legislative protection has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system. 
 
2021: the eel project will not be run this year due to Brexit restrictions (policy changes mean that eels cannot be 
exported) and also Covid 19 restrictions (schools remain shut to the majority of children at present). 
 
2022: no change to the situation regarding the eel project for the coming year. 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 31 records for Atlantic salmon between 1986 and 2009. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 52 records for Atlantic salmon between 1986 and 2009. 
 
The ‘Salmon stock performance in Wales’ report (NRW) examines salmon stock performance on the 23 principal salmon rivers 
in Wales for 2017. 
 
On the River Taf the trend in catch and release statistics is assessed as ‘Uncertain’. The current compliance in 2017 is assessed 
as ‘Probably at risk’ and projected compliance for 2022 is also assessed as ‘Probably at risk’.  
 
2011: gravel areas increased at Taf Fechan SSSI/LNR for Atlantic Salmon to spawn. Large rocks added on river.  Merthyr Tydfil  
Angling Association (under NRW licence) re-introduce reservoir gravel in to Taf Fechan regularly but the long running successful 
‘Salmon Homecoming’ school education and breeding project  has stopped following NRW withdrawal of funding for salmon 
rearing at Cynrig hatchery.  
 

Legislative protection has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system. 
 
Liaise with South East Wales Rivers Trust (SEWRT) for advice and provide support on suitable actions to assist the 
recovery of Salmon stocks on rivers within MTCBC, for example: 
 

o Catch-and-Release fishing 
o Creation of artificial spawning beds 
o Fish pass construction 
o Weir removals 
o Habitat restoration 

 
Welsh Government has asked Natural Resources Wales to compile a Plan of Action (PoA) for Salmon and Sea trout 
– this will set out all current work being undertaken by various parties to combat the issues impacting on fish stocks 
as well as identify any gaps in the information that can be filled and new actions that can be taken. 
 
The PoA will be considered and recommended actions undertaken where possible and appropriate. 
 
None of the above actions have been undertaken due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Preliminary data provided by South East Wales Rivers Trust (SEWRT) shows the numbers of upstream salmonids 
(>55cm) entering the Taff through Cardiff Bay to have risen from 21 in 2019 to 145 in 2020. This is encouraging 
although these latest figures are still down on the numbers recorded in 2016. 
 
SEWRT reports the Salmon count is down again in 2021. 
 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 61 records for brown/sea trout between 1960 and 2020. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 96 records for brown/sea trout between 1960 and 2020. 
 
 
The ‘Sea trout stock performance in Wales’ report (NRW) examines sea trout stock performance on the 33 principal sea trout 
rivers in Wales for 2018. 
 

Legislative protection has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system. 
 
Liaise with South East Wales Rivers Trust (SEWRT) for advice and provide support on suitable actions to assist the 
recovery of Brown/Sea trout stocks on rivers within MTCBC, for example: 
 

o Catch-and-Release fishing 
o Creation of artificial spawning beds 
o Fish pass construction 
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On the River Taf the trend in catch and release statistics is assessed as ‘Uncertain’. The current compliance in 2018 is assessed 
as ‘At risk’ and projected compliance for 2023 is also assessed as ‘At risk’. 

o Weir removals 
o Habitat restoration 

 
Welsh Government has asked Natural Resources Wales to compile a Plan of Action (PoA) for Salmon and Sea trout 
– this will set out all current work being undertaken by various parties to combat the issues impacting on fish stocks 
as well as identify any gaps in the information that can be filled and new actions that can be taken. 
 
The PoA will be considered and recommended actions undertaken where possible and appropriate. 
 
None of the above actions have been undertaken in 2021 due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

Other fish species Information provided by South East Wales Rivers Trust (SEWRT): Other species on the Taff include a large 
population of Bullhead as well as Stone Loach. 
 
SEWRT requested that NRW clean up the fish pass on the Afon Taf in the town centre. This was undertaken during 
2021. 

Reptiles + Amphibians 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 142 records for reptiles. This included 2 for adder (from 2019), 
56 for common lizard (from 1977-2020), 5 for grass snake (from 1993-2016) and 73 for slow worm (from 1994-2020). 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 150 records for reptiles. This included 2 for adder, (from 2019-
2021) 66 for common lizard (from 1977-2021), 6 for grass snake (from 1993-2016) and 76 for slow worm (from 1994-2021). 
 
 
 
There have been reptile/amphibian surveys at: 

o Taf Bargoed Park 
o Bedlinog Park 
o Cyfarthfa Park 
o Taf Fechan Nature Reserve 
o Pontygwaith Nature reserve 
o Gethin Woodlands (bottle trapping) 
o Ffos y fran – GCN (Miller Argent) 

 
(a) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(b) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(c) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(d) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(e) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(f) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
(g) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
(h) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(i) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(j) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(k) – see ‘Inland Rock’ 
(l) – see ‘Mineral Spoil’ 
(m) – see ‘Urban’ 
(n) – see ‘Urban’ 
(o) – see ‘Forestry’ 
(p) – see ‘Ffridd’ 
(q) – see ‘Linear Features’ 

 
(s) Slow-worm - Promotion, education, surveying, habitat creation and monitoring 

 
Legislative protection for reptiles has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system. 
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Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 386 records for amphibians. This included 90 for common toad 
(from 1972-2020) and 117 for great crested newt (from 1800-2020). 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 476 records for amphibians. This included 100 for common 
toad (from 1972-2021), 142 for common frog (from 1964-2021), 49 for palmate newt (from 1993-2021) and 181 for great 
crested newt (from 1800-2020). 
 
The County Borough supports several meta-populations of great crested newt, with many of these found within mineral spoil 
habitats. 
 
As part of the Ffos-y-Fran Land Reclamation Scheme, there is an area of land referred to as the Central Ecological Area that 
includes an amount of wetland habitat (e.g., two large ponds and a number of small watercourses draining across the site). 
Translocation of GCN from the working area has been undertaken along with the creation of additional breeding ponds. 
 
There have been reptile/amphibian surveys at: 

o Taf Bargoed Park 
o Bedlinog Park 
o Cyfarthfa Park 
o Taf Fechan Nature Reserve 
o Pontygwaith Nature reserve 
o Gethin Woodlands (bottle trapping) 
o Ffos y fran – GCN (Miller Argent) 

 

The Council’s Ecologist, in liaison with Future Valleys (contractors for the A465 road improvement scheme) and 
following advice from The Amphibian and Reptile Trust, has arranged for x2 linear reptile hibernacula to be installed 
on the Y Pant SINC site. 
 
Great crested newt – Ffos-y-Fran Restoration Strategy (ongoing). 
 
NRW have provided £7,000 from their ‘Vital Nature Fund’ towards improvement works at Webber’s Pond, in Gethin 
Woods in the west of the County Borough. As part of this scheme, great crested newt surveys are proposed at the 
pond. This did not happen in 2021 due to Covid 19 restrictions, but is still planned in the near future. 
 
Legislative protection for reptiles and Great crested newt has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the 
planning system. 

Invertebrates 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 4053 records for 268 species of invertebrates (insect) from 
1835 to 2020. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 5065 records for 318 species of invertebrates from 1835 to 
2021. 
 

(a) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(b) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(c) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(d) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(e) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(f) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
(g) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
(h) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(i) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(j) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(k) – see ‘Inland Rock’ 
(l) – see ‘Mineral Spoil’ 
(m) – see ‘Urban’ 
(n) – see ‘Urban’ 
(o) – see ‘Forestry’ 
(p) – see ‘Ffridd’ 
(q) – see ‘Linear Features’ 

 
(t) Promote and create pollinator insect habitats and food sources 

 
The Merthyr Tydfil & District Naturalist Society (‘Merthyr Nats’) is a charity organisation that look after 60 hives 
(honey bees) across the County Borough and produce Merthyr Gold Honey. The ‘Merthyr Nats’ also work with 
schools and local communities to promote bee and other pollinator friendly actions throughout Merthyr. This work 
has been ongoing during 2021 and will continue into 2022. 
 

Pollinators: 
 

o Pollinator tower installed in Taf Bargoed park along with giant bug house.  

o Giant bug house installed at Cyfarthfa park 

o Various verges/high banks planted throughout Borough with pollinator friendly plants/shrubs/trees., with the help 
of MVH, KWT and Groundwork. 

o Bee friendly workshops held at several primary schools within Borough. 

o Coal spoil sites in MTCB support mosaics of habitats and can be flower-rich and therefore perfect for pollinators. 

o 2013+: Several ‘moth nights’ held at Taf Bargoed Park with the support of Glamorgan Moth Club 

o 2013+: Butterfly count taken part held at both Cyfarthfa Park and Taf Bargoed Park 

o Elm trees planted throughout Borough for white letter hairstreak butterfly 
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Legislative protection of invertebrates has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system. 
 
Invertebrate surveys have been commissioned by MTCBC to inform schemes within the County Borough. For 
example: 

o The Restore the River project at Parc Taf Bargoed. 

o The Marsh Field Project near Prince Charles Hospital 

Marsh fritillary 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 69 records for marsh fritillary from 1500 to 2020. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 90 records for marsh fritillary from 1500 to 2021. 
 
 
NB there are many more records for devil’s bit scabious (larval food plant) that are more widely distributed within the County 
Borough. Therefore, there is suitable habitat for expansion of the marsh fritillary population. 

Legislative protection has been supported throughout 2021, e.g., through the planning system. 
 
Liaison between the South Wales Trunk Road Agency (SWTRA) and the Council’s Ecologist has led to the protection 
of some verges along the A470 where Devil’s bit scabious – the larval food plant of the Marsh Fritillary Butterfly – 
occurs. On these verges, the grass-cutting regime has been adjusted to ensure the presence of this plant. 
 
To the north of the A465 at Dowlais Top, there are fields with Devil’s bit scabious. Larval webs of Marsh Fritillary 
have been identified. Works connected with the A465 works, to take down some pylons and pass cables 
underground to facilitate the new road were undertaken in 2021. This meant digging a trench through the fields 
with the larval webs. Guided by the ecologist who identified the larval webs and following discussions between the 
Council’s Ecologist and Western Power, a route was worked out to avoid any impacts. 
 
Further negotiations between the Council’s Ecologist and the Estates Department have resulted in long-term 
conservation of the fields, which will be fenced off in early 2021 (NB funding was secured for the fencing by the 
Council’s Biodiversity Officer). The fields will then be managed for Marsh Fritillary Butterfly. 
 
See below for a list of possible measures mostly using information from the following: 
https://www.natureconservation.wales/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/INCC-Habitat-Management.-The-Marsh-
Fritillary-Butterfly-Eng.pdf and https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/habitat-marsh-fritillary.pdf  
See below: 
  

o Area fenced to allow grazing control. Three separate areas will be created to allow rotation of grazing. 
o Grazing (in spring and summer) with needs assessed on a year-by-year basis with the aim of an uneven 

sward (12-25cm in height) by the end of the grazing season. 
o Grazing animals ideally cattle, ponies or horses (stocking rate example – 1 cow per hectare for 3 

months per year). Sheep grazing unsuitable. 
o Grazing animals removed if drier areas become shorter than c.8cm or if ground is too wet. 
o No supplementary feeding in areas of good quality habitat. 
o Possibly mow any patches of, for example, dense rush/tussocky grasses in March and June (remove 

arisings). Avoid Marsh Fritillary breeding areas. 
o Remove scrub encroachment as necessary (between October and February). 

 
This general approach has been endorsed by Butterfly Conservation (https://butterfly-conservation.org). 
 

White-clawed 
freshwater crayfish 

Jan 2022 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 16 records of white-clawed crayfish from 1987 to 2012. 
 
Nov 2022 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 17 records of white-clawed crayfish from 1987 to 2021. 
 
1987: one record from the Nant-Ddu near the Afon Taf Fawr and one record in the Afon Taf Fechan. 
 

Liaise with South East Wales Rivers Trust regarding surveying for white-clawed crayfish near the records on the 
Afon Taf Fechan and within Cyfarthfa Park Lake. 
 
No progress on this in 2021 due to Covid 19 restrictions. 

https://www.natureconservation.wales/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/INCC-Habitat-Management.-The-Marsh-Fritillary-Butterfly-Eng.pdf
https://www.natureconservation.wales/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/INCC-Habitat-Management.-The-Marsh-Fritillary-Butterfly-Eng.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/habitat-marsh-fritillary.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/
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In 1989, 100 adults were introduced (into the Afon Taf Fechan within the Cwm Taf Fechan SINC (and close to the Taf Fechan 
SSSI). 
 
Also in 1989, another 100 adults were introduced (from the Afon Edw) into the Afon Taf Fawr to the north of Llwyn-onn 
reservoir in the Brecon Beacons National Park. 
 
2004: records of adults, sub-adults and juveniles disturbed as part of a survey on the Afon Taf Fawr, south of the 1989 re-
introduction, but still north of the Llwyn-onn reservoir. 
 
2006: one record on the Afon Taf Fawr, south of the 1989 re-introduction, but still north of the Llwyn-onn reservoir. There was 
another record, further south again. 
 
2012: record on the Llwyn-onn reservoir itself (two being eaten by a great northern diver. Area was searched and another 
individual found). 
 
White-clawed crayfish also found in Cyfarthfa Park Lake. 

Vascular Plants 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 8,073 records for 364 species of vascular plant from 1876 to 
2020. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 7,373 records for 364 species of vascular plant from 1876 to 
2019. 
 
In MTCB there are three species within the data list category ‘Critically Endangered’: 
 

o Rigid buckler fern 
o Ley’s Whitebeam 
o Thyme-leaved speedwell 

 
Ley’s Whitebeam is Wales’ rarest tree species. The National Botanic Garden of Wales is the lead Conservation Body for the 
species https://botanicgarden.wales/living-attractions/leys-whitebeam/  

 
(u) Ley’s Whitebeam - promotion, education, surveying, habitat creation and monitoring 

 
(e) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(k) – see ‘Inland Rock’ 

 
No progress was made on this in 2021 due to Covid 19 restrictions. 

Lichens 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 123 records for 53 species of lichen from 1959 to 2020. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 151 records for 66 species of lichen from 1959 to 2021. 
 
The majority of the lichen records within MTCB are for species in the data list category ‘Least Concern’. There are no records 
for species in the category ‘Critically Endangered’, two species within category ‘Near Threatened (NT)’ and two species within 
category ‘Vulnerable (VU)’ 
 

o Tuckermannopsis chlorophylla (NT) 
o Microbilimbia pilularis (NT) 
o Peltigera polydactylon (VU) 
o Usnea articulata (VU) 

 
(a) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(b) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(c) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(d) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(e) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(f) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
(g) – see ‘Semi-natural Grassland’ 
(h) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(i) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(j) – see ‘Wetland’ 
(k) – see ‘Inland Rock’ 
(l) – see ‘Mineral Spoil’ 
(m) – see ‘Urban’ 
(n) – see ‘Urban’ 
(o) – see ‘Forestry’ 
(p) – see ‘Ffridd’ 
(q) – see ‘Linear Features’ 

Bryophytes 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 904 records for 161 species of bryophyte from 1958 to 2020. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 535 records for 94 species of bryophyte from 1958 to 2019. 
 
There are no records for species in the category ‘Critically Endangered’.  
 

https://botanicgarden.wales/living-attractions/leys-whitebeam/
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2006: Cwm Taf Fechan Woodlands SSSI Bryophyte Survey undertaken by CCW (now NRW) 
 
‘Cwm Taf Fechan Woodlands supports a rich assemblage of calcicolous mosses and liverworts typical of humid wooded 
limestone.  This includes seven Nationally Scarce bryophytes (following the 2006 revision of the Nationally Scarce list) and 18 
Locally Rare species.  The site is one of only three known sites for the bryophytes of humid wooded limestone in the Mid and 
South Glamorgan AoS and is the only one currently known in the vice-County of Glamorgan.  Bryophytes should, therefore, be 
considered as an individually qualifying feature of the SSSI.’ 
 
Lesser squirrel-tail moss is an epiphyte of base-rich bark (most frequently sycamore and ash). There are confirmed extant 
populations in Laugharne (Carmarthenshire) and in Vaynor (on the border of Brecon Beacons National Park Authority, mostly 
on ash trees within a hedge). 
 

 
 

Fungi 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 208 records for 21 species of fungi from 1978 to 2020. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 216 records for 23 species of fungi from 1978 to 2021. 
 
Cwm Glo a Glyndyrus SSSI Citation for a range of habitats which includes “outstandingly diverse” waxcap fungi assemblage.  
 
In October 2017 a critically endangered species of rust fungus Puccinia pimpinellae was recorded in the Wood Pasture North 
compartment of Cwm Taf Fechan Woodlands  SSSI – according to the Rust Fungus Red Data List and Census Catalogue for 
Wales. R G Woods et al. 2015. There are only 4 sites where this rust species has been recorded in Wales.  

Stoneworts 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included a single record for great tassel stonewort (June-July 1994). 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search returned the same result. 
 

Invasive Non-Native 
Invasive Species (INNS), 
Pests and Pathogens 

In Wales, INNS already cost approximately £125 million to tackle annually (Williams, 2010). 
 
The Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) as amended, makes it an offence to release or allow to escape into the wild any animal, 
plant or micro-organism not ordinarily resident in the UK (as listed in Schedule 9 of the Act). 
 
Examples include species such as Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) and Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera). 
 
In addition to the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) as emended, Wales also has commitments under the GB Invasive Non-
native Species Strategy (2015) - http://www.nonnativespecies.org/index.cfm?sectionid=55. 
 
The species causing most impact within MTCBC include Japanese Knotweed, Himalayan balsam and Signal Crayfish. 
 
MTCBC has mapped all known records showing the distribution of Japanese knotweed within the County Borough. 

 

Woodland diseases 
MTCB has been impacted by Phytophthera ramorum. 
 
For example, in Gethin Woods Natural Resources Wales have been involved in restocking parts of the woodland at Gethin 
Woods that was felled to tackle Phytophthera. 
 

(v) Monitor, record and sustainably manage Invasive species on public land targeting those causing/most 
likely to cause damage to human health and property: encourage biological predators by habitat 
management. 

 
(b) – see ‘Native Woodland 

 
Work with the Animal & Plant Health Agency (APHA) at Cyfarthfa Park on: 

o The Plant Health Management Plan 

http://www.nonnativespecies.org/index.cfm?sectionid=55
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Phytophthora ramorum is also under management at Cyfarthfa Park. A Plant Health Management Plan (for R. ramorum) is in 
place at the park overseen by the Animal & Plant Health Agency (the plan includes the regular removal of Rhododendron 
ponticum). 
 
Chalara fraxinea has already been identified around Borough and reported to the Animal & Plant Health Agency (DEFRA) 
 
In the future Chalara fraxinea (Ash Dieback) is likely to be a significant risk to ash stocks within MTCB and action will be required.  
 
The Welsh Sentinel Site Programme is a project being developed by the Animal & Plant Health Agency (APHA) in conjunction 
with Welsh Government. A network of publically accessible sites (one per County) will be regularly monitored to act as an early 
warning for tree disease. APHA inspectors will visit twice a year, but the aim is also to encourage and facilitate members of  
public to report any changes or concerns. Cyfarthfa Park has been put forward as the Sentinel site for MTCB. 

o The Welsh Sentinel Site Programme 
 
Some progress has been made regarding INNS in Cyfarthfa Park – see (b) – Native Woodland. 

Turkey Oak 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 14 Turkey Oak records from 1960 to 2010. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search returned the same result. 
 
Turkey Oak present at Cwm Taf Fechan SSSI. 

(a) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(x) – see ‘INNS’ 

 
Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) reviewed for presence of turkey oak. TPOs should be lifted to allow removal.  
Ongoing and planned for this year. 
 
No further progress in 2021. 
 

Grey Squirrel 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough included 138 Grey Squirrel records from 1960 to 2020. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 143 Grey Squirrel records from 1960 to 2021. 
 
In April 2013, the following study was undertaken by students at the University of South Wales (Glamorgan): 
 
‘Estimating grey squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) abundance and distribution in Cyfarthfa Park and determining methods of control 
in relation to bark stripping to reduce squirrel numbers.’ 
 

(c) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(d) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(x) – see ‘INNS’ 

Common 
Rhododendron 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 10 Common rhododendron records from 1971 to 2019. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search returned the same result. 
 
Rhododendron ponticum is being regularly removed as part of the Plant Health Management Plan (for R. ramorum) in place at 
Cyfarthfa Park. 
 

(b) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(c) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
(x) – see ‘INNS’ 

 
See Invasive Non-Native Invasive Species (INNS), Pests and Pathogens – Woodland diseases. 

 

Japanese Knotweed 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 248 Japanese Knotweed records from 1960 to 2020. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 282 Japanese Knotweed records from 1960 to 2021. 
 
Occurrences of JKW have been mapped within the County Borough on a GIS layer. New reports of JKW are regularly added to 
the layer. This resource can be used as a reference for the formulation of a JKW treatment and control strategy for and to 
inform Planning related matters. 
 
JKW presence can have implications for housing. Mortgages and/or planning permission can be refused if JKW is identified in 
the immediate vicinity. 
 

(x) – see ‘INNS’ 
 
The Parks department undertakes a level of control countywide by spraying with approved herbicides when the 
plants are actively growing. Ongoing during 2021. 
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The control of JKW is the responsibility of the landowner. Waste from JKW is defined as ‘controlled waste’ under the 
Environmental Protection Act 1990 and must be disposed of at a suitably licensed waste site and carried by a registered waste 
carrier. 
 
As a significant landowner, MTCBC has a duty of care to ensure JKW is not spread from its own land to that of neighbouring 
landowners. 
 
 

Himalayan Balsam 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 36 Himalayan Balsam records from 1971 to 2020. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 41 Himalayan Balsam records from 1971 to 2021. 
 
The control of Himalayan Balsam is the responsibility of the landowner. Waste from Himalayan Balsam is defined as ‘controlled  
waste’ under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and must be disposed of at a suitably licensed waste site and carried by 
a registered waste carrier. 
 
As a significant landowner MTCBC has a duty of care to ensure Himalayan Balsam is not spread from its own land to that of 
neighbouring land owners. 
 

(x) – see ‘INNS’ 
 
Other actions: 
 
o Himalayan balsam and Himalayan Knotweed pulled at Treharris Park. No follow-up action on this due to 

Covid 19 restrictions. 
 
Local Friends Group activity has tentatively re-started, coordinated by the Countryside Team, and this has led to 
further some follow-up removal of Himalayan balsam and Himalayan Knotweed at Treharris Park. 

Signal Crayfish 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes just 3 Signal Crayfish records from 2011, 2012 and 2015. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes just 5 Signal Crayfish records from 2011, 2012 and 2015. 
 
All records were in the north of the County Borough in the Afon Taf Fawr, Llwyn-onn Reservoir and Garwnant. 
 
Despite the low number of records held with SEWBReC, there are other instances of Signal Crayfish within the County Borough. 
 
Signal Crayfish are causing both significant structural issues on waterways within the County Borough and also impacting native 
species; particularly at Cyfarthfa Park lake; Gurnos Tramroad and Leat Scheduled Ancient Monument and reservoirs at the 
head of the Taf catchments. 

(t) – see ‘Fish’ 
(x) – see ‘INNS’ 
 

Planned actions not undertaken in 2020 due to Covid 19 restrictions:  
 

o Management of crayfish at Cyfarthfa Park lake. A licence to trap and/or remove crayfish has been 
granted by NRW. Artificial Refuge Traps (ARTs) will be used, which are designed to catch a wide range 
of size classes of crayfish. ARTs mimic the natural refuges that crayfish utilise in the wild and have 
advantages over conventional traps, e.g., baited traps tend to be biased towards large adults, 
particularly males. ARTs will catch crayfish from 5mm (young of year) to 65mm (5+ years). 

 
No further progress in 2021. If possible, this will now be undertaken in 2022. 
 
Information provided by SEWRT – Signal Crayfish have moved from the reservoir at Llwynon into the Afon Taf Fawr. 
Liaison with SEWRT in 2022 required to explore what can be done here in terms of control. 

Cotoneasters 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 22 invasive Cotoneaster species records from 1969 to 2020. 
 
Jan 2022 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 25 invasive Cotoneaster species records from 1969 to 2021. 
 
Invasive cotoneaster species (Hollyberry; Entire-leaved; Small-leaved; Himalayan; Cotoneaster horizontalis) are excluded from 
approved landscape schemes associated with new development as part of the planning application process.  
 

(a) – see ‘Native Woodland’ 
 
Invasive cotoneaster species (Hollyberry; Entire-leaved; Small-leaved; Himalayan; Cotoneaster horizontalis) 
excluded from approved landscape schemes associated with new development as part of the planning application 
process during 2021. 

Canada Goose 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 186 Canada Goose records from 1970 to 2020. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 213 Canada Goose records from 1970 to 2021. 
 
Significant numbers of Canada Goose detrimentally graze newly seeded restoration grassland at Ffos-y-Fran. 

Previous work (by MTCBC Countryside Team and South East Wales Rivers Trust, SEWRT) at the inlet of ‘top’ pond 
at Penywern to prevent silt ingress and to create a refuge for smaller fish was completed. Through the work of 
SEWRT, there have been numerous sightings of Canada Goose on the pond. 

American mink Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 19 American Mink records from 1977 to 2019. (x) – see ‘INNS’ 
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NB – for some species, the data records from SEWBReC appears to have reduced over the year. Specifically for the following: Vascular Plants and Bryophytes. Enquiries regarding these anomalies in the data have been made to SEWBReC and a response is expected soon. 
 

 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search returned the same result. 
 

Montbretia 

Jan 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 15 Montbretia records from 1985 to 2019. 
 
Nov 2021 SEWBReC data search for the County Borough includes 19 Montbretia records from 1985 to 2021. 
 

(x) – see ‘INNS’ 
 
Other actions: 
 

o Local Friends Group activity has tentatively re-started, coordinated by the Countryside Team, and this 
has led to further some follow-up removal of Montbretia at Treharris Park. 
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Table 3: Departmental Actions 

Department Area Actions proposed Measure / process / evidence 

Planning and 
Countryside 

Countryside 

o Production of the Merthyr Tydfil Nature Recovery Action Plan (MTNRAP), also the Forward Plan 
for the Council’s Section 6 duty under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (to be adopted by 
MTCBC in 2019). Submission of report to Welsh Government regarding actions undertaken to 
comply with the Council’s Section 6 duty. 
 

o Includes past, current and future actions to be undertaken to maintain and enhance biodiversity 
across all functions of the Countryside Team. 

2019 
o Merthyr Tydfil Nature Recovery Action Plan (MTNRAP) / Section 6 Forward Plan (2018-2024), both within the 

main report and Appendices I – III. 
2020 

o Merthyr Tydfil Nature Recovery Action Plan (MTNRAP) / Section 6 Plan (2018-2024), both within the main report 
and Appendices I – III. 

o Merthyr Tydfil Nature Recovery Action Plan, First Annual Review 2020/21 (above tables) 
2021 

o Merthyr Tydfil Nature Recovery Action Plan (MTNRAP) / Section 6 Plan (2018-2024), both within the main 
report and Appendices I – III. 

o Merthyr Tydfil Nature Recovery Action Plan, First Annual Review 2020/21 
o Merthyr Tydfil Nature Recovery Action Plan Annual Review 2021/22 

Development 
Control 

o All pre-application advice to include ecosystem and biodiversity considerations (where relevant) 
2019 

o Pre-application responses (examples provided by Development Control) 
o Application reports (examples provided by Development Control) 
o Application reports (examples provided by Development Control) 

2020 
o 2020/21: same actions as 2019. 
o A plan has been proposed to start recording certain information in order to compare data between years. For 

example: 

Planning application 

number/site name 

Comments provided by LPA planning 

ecologist 

Ecological condition 

added to planning 

permission where 

granted 

Refusal on 

Ecological grounds 

Weekly list Formal consultation 

P/21/0000 Y/N Y/N Y/N Y/N 

 
2021 

o Data collated from planning officers. Percentage of planning applications with ecological conditions and/or 
ecological advisory notes has increased significantly. 

Year 
% applications with ecological conditions or advisory 

notes 

2020 58.59 

2021 67.74 

 

o Biodiversity enhancements secured through planning permissions 

o Relevant applications determined in accordance with SPG 5 – Nature Conservation 
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Policy 

o Using Planning obligations and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) to improve Open Spaces in 
consultation with communities 

2019 

o CIL funding is due to be considered by Cabinet (18th December anticipated) for improvements to the Shingrig, 
Trelewis play area scheme to provide landscaping, planting and diversification of grassland / wet area. No 
further schemes reliant on planning obligations / CIL funding were identified over the last 12 months. 

2020 
o The improved play area and wider open space at the Shingrig, Trelewis are due to be completed by the end of 

February 2021. Improvements to a playground in Heolgerrig were funded through CIL during 2020/21 
2021 

o The improved play area and wider open space at the Shingrig, Trelewis was completed in Spring 2021. 
o The majority of CIL funds have been spent as of December 2021, however significant CIL receipts are expected 

during 2022. 

o Designation of an additional 4x SINCs and 2x RIGS plus the aspirational goal of 11x LNRs. 

2019 
o Additional SINCs and RIGs have been included in the Replacement LDP 2016-2031, due to be adopted in January 

2020. 
2020 

o The Merthyr Tydfil First Replacement Local Development Plan (2016-2031) was adopted by Council on 29th 
January 2020. Therefore, the additional SINCs and RIGs have now been designated bringing the total for SINC 
sites in MTCB to x64 and the RIGS total to x2. 

2021 
o This action has been completed in regards to the designation of additional SINCs and RIGs. 

2019 
o Policy protection for Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) has been included in Replacement LDP policy EnW3. Local 

Nature Reserves are designated under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act (1949) as amended 
2020 

o Policy protection for LNRs is now also in place within the First Replacement LDP 
2021 

o Policy protection for LNRs is now also in place within the First Replacement LDP  

2019 
o A background paper summarising the evidence for the proposed LNRs has been prepared. This will inform the 

process required to formally designate LNRs (which requires for example further consultation with Natural 
Resources Wales). 

2020 
o No progress has yet been made regarding any extra Local Nature Reserves. 

2021 
o No progress has yet been made regarding any extra Local Nature Reserves. 

SD27 – Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation background paper June 2018 
 

ED056 - Replacement Deposit Plan Written Statement as amended by the Matters Arising Changes 
(September 2019) 

 
SD52 – Local Nature Reserves background paper December 2018 

 

https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/4435/sd27-sites-of-importance-for-nature-conservation-background-paper-june-2018.pdf
https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/5344/replacement-ldp-written-statement-as-amended-by-the-matters-arrising-changes.pdf
https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/5344/replacement-ldp-written-statement-as-amended-by-the-matters-arrising-changes.pdf
https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/4459/sd52-local-nature-reserves-background-paper-december-2018.pdf
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o Integrate the biodiversity improvements within the Open Spaces Strategy into the LDP, 
Wellbeing Plan & corporate strategies; Survey, Record and Monitor regional quality habitat 
extent and quality. 

2019 
o Monitoring indicators for the existing Adopted LDP (2006-2021), specifically for policy BW16, found that there 

is been no loss of open space below the identified needs. Although 0.9ha of open space was lost this was 
considered to be justified and in accordance with the policy.  

o The indicator policy AS15 also identifies that the Parc Taf Bargoed scheme has been delivered. Monitoring for 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Objectives 7 (Built Environment) found ‘Progress has been made towards meeting 
this SA objective, particularly in relation to improving the quality of areas regularly visited by the public’.  

o Monitoring for SA Objective 9 (Biodiversity) found that ‘Further progress has been made towards meeting this 
SA objective, particularly in respect of the continuing trend in safeguarding the conservation value of SINCs, the 
creation of new habitats and the eradication of non-native species’. 
https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/5450/merthyr-tydfil-ldp-amr-2018-19-final.pdf 

2020 
o All monitoring related to LDP and Sustainability Appraisal objectives will now take place in accordance with the 

framework included in the Replacement LDP (adopted January 2020). 
o The first Annual Monitoring Report for the Replacement LDP will be published in October 2021, and will include 

indicators that collate data on issues such as improvements to open space; loss of open space; and development 
affecting SINCs/RIGS/LNRs 

2021 
o The first AMR of the Replacement LDP was published in October 2021. The findings of the report highlighted 

that all policies relating to Environmental Wellbeing have been implemented effectively thus far, however 
further work is required to ensure that priority open spaces are improved in accordance with the Open Space 
Strategy. 

Building Control 
o Raise awareness of biodiversity legislation 
o Provide biodiversity training to staff 

2019 
o Informative note regarding biodiversity legislation provided in correspondence with customers – updated to 

refer to Environment (Wales) Act 2016 to read as follows: 
‘The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 requires Merthyr County Borough Council to seek to maintain and enhance 
biodiversity wherever possible within the proper exercise of its functions and in doing so, seek to promote the 
resilience of ecosystems. Many of our native plants and animal species are legally protected to varying degrees. 
For example, all bat species, great crested newts and otters are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended) and/or the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. For advice on how best to 
deal with such matters if encountered please contact the MTCBC Ecologist or Biodiversity Officer.’ 

o CPD for building control staff (presentation ‘Bats in Buildings’ provided by Planning Ecologist). 
2020 

o Informative continued to be given out in correspondence to all customers during 2020/21. 
o CPD for building control staff (presentation ‘Bats and Birds in Buildings’ to be provided by Planning Ecologist). 

2021 
o Informative continued to be given out in correspondence to all customers during 2020/21. When appropriate, 

contractors on site are advised to consult the Planning Ecologist 
o CPD for building control staff (presentation ‘Bats and Birds in Buildings’ to be provided by Planning Ecologist). 

Public Protection 
& Housing 

Housing 

o Maximise use of existing housing, minimising the need for new housing and therefore 
minimising the pressure on habitats and protected species. 

o Consider the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (biodiversity and resilient ecosystems) and 
protected species and habitats in relation to works associated with new housing developments, 
property renovation and home improvements. 

2019 

o All new social housing developments requiring planning permission will consider biodiversity and the resilience 
of ecosystems as part of the planning process. 

o The department offers interest free loans of up to a maximum of £250,000 (£25,000 per unit) to make long-
term empty properties safe and secure to make them available for sale or rent (through the all Wales Empty 
Property Initiative – Houses into Homes). 

o Additionally, there is a Home Improvement Loan (£1,000 - £25,000). 
o Since 2016, 15 Houses into Homes Loans have been issued, but no Home Improvement Loans. 

https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/5450/merthyr-tydfil-ldp-amr-2018-19-final.pdf
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o NB an informative has been added to the guidance documents for both the Houses into Homes and the Home 
Improvement Loan schemes. This provides guidance regarding the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 and protected 
species and habitats that may be impacted by works associated with both schemes. 

o Additionally, a discount for empty properties for Council Tax has been removed. 

These measures will help reduce the requirement for new housing schemes in the County Borough and in turn reduce the 
pressure on biodiversity and ecosystems. 

2020 

o All new social housing developments requiring planning permission will consider biodiversity and the resilience 
of ecosystems as part of the planning process. 

o In relation to empty homes the department has been involved in the Valleys Task Force grant scheme – this 
provides grants of up to £25,000 to owners of empty homes who intend to live in the property themselves for 
a period of at least 5 years.  Phase 1 of the process was fully funded by the Valleys Task Force and Phase 2 
required MYCBC to make a contribution of £100,000. This scheme will come to an end on 31st March 2021. 

o The department has re-written the Empty Property Strategy, which will be put to Cabinet shortly and this will 
change the way empty properties are dealt with, focusing on those in the poorest condition and those in areas 
of greatest housing need. The strategy will also result in the creation of an Empty Homes Steering group, which 
will assist this more targeted approach. 

o The discount for empty properties for Council Tax has been removed permanently and will not be reinstated 
unless Council make a determination at some future point in time. 

o These measures will help reduce the requirement for new housing schemes in the County Borough and in turn 
reduce the pressure on biodiversity and ecosystems. 

2021 (updates to previous statements) 

o The department offers interest free loans of up to a maximum of £250,000 (£35,000 per unit) to make long-
term empty properties safe and secure to make them available for sale or rent (through the all Wales Empty 
Property Initiative – Houses into Homes). 

o Additionally, there is a Home Improvement Loan (£1,000 - £35,000). 
o Since 2016, 27 Houses into Homes Loans have been issued, 6 Home Improvement Loans have been awarded 

and another is at offer letter stage. 
o NB an informative has been added to the guidance documents for both the Houses into Homes and the Home 

Improvement Loan schemes. This provides guidance regarding the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 and protected 
species and habitats that may be impacted by works associated with both schemes. 

Environmental 
Health 

o Maximise use of existing housing, minimising the need for new housing and therefore 
minimising the pressure on habitats and protected species. 

o Pest control - policy of not destroying bees already in place. Action - relocation both for the 
protection of the bees whilst at the same time removing conflict with the public. 

2019 

o Outside of the Houses to Homes Loans and the Home Improvement Loans, Environmental Health has 
undertaken work designed to bring empty properties back into use.  

o Two bee hives acquired and sited on a local farm. Merthyr Bees have provided bee-keeping training for a 
technical officer. The aim is to populate the hives with swarms taken in response to pest control calls during the 
summer months. A number of complaints about bees have been responded to and swarms relocated. 

2020 

o Outside of the Houses to Homes Loans and the Home Improvement Loans, Environmental Health has 
undertaken work designed to bring empty properties back into use.  

o Two bee hives were acquired and populated with swarms and relocated as part of our pest control service. 
Unfortunately, one of the hives was unsuccessful, but the second is thriving and is located on land owned by a 
member of the public. The project will continue and further swarms are anticipated to be acquired in 2021. 

2021 
o The Valleys Task Force scheme is now closed to new applicants but the grants of those that have applied are 

progressing and it is expected that this will return approx. 50 properties back into habitable use. 
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o An action plan has been submitted to Welsh Government as part of the Transforming Towns fund to tackle the 
most problematic empty properties. Eight long-term empty properties have been put forward for enforcement 
action as part of this. 

o During 2021 the second bee hive was successfully populated with a swarm and both hives are thriving. The 
success of the project has meant that we have had to find an alternative location for the hives. MTCBC will be 
working with Merthyr Naturalists going forward and swarms collected as part of the pest control service will be 
given to them for their project which is to be located in Cyfarthfa Park. 

Legal & 
Governance 

Legal 
o All departments to be e-mailed to remind them of their statutory duty in relation to the EWA 

2016. 

2019 
o E-mail sent out to all staff by Legal in December 2019 

2020 
o Further e-mail set to be sent out to all staff by Legal in early 2021. 

2021 
o E-mail sent out to all staff and Councillors by Legal in February 2021, as a reminder of the Environment 

(Wales) Act 2016, Section 6 duty: 
To all staff and Councillors 
Section 6 Biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty 
Under section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 the Council has a duty to maintain and enhance 
biodiversity and promote the resilience of ecosystems. Whilst protected sites and species in Wales are 
important the section 6 duty is about taking steps to protect nature throughout the whole of the County 
Borough in our towns, villages, public places and its wider landscape, both through practical action on the 
ground, and in the way all public Council functions are carried out.  
To help achieve this, and to comply with the duty, the Council, its elected members and its officers should in 
their day to day activities or when making plans, policies programmes and projects embed into the same 
consideration of biodiversity and ecosystems and how this will be affected by any proposed actions. The 
section 6 duty is ultimately about changing the way we think about acting for biodiversity. Environmental Well-
being is one of the Council’s Well-being Objectives and those who prepare reports for Council Committees will 
be aware that consideration of this duty and the section 6 duty to maintain and enhance biodiversity and 
ecosystem resilience are an integral part of the Integrated Impact Assessment. 
Officers and members are asked to bear in mind that it is not just the large, landscape scale initiatives that are 
important, but also the smaller, every day, local scale actions that can make a difference and can contribute to 
helping biodiversity. Even if you are not involved in land management, your decisions can still affect 
biodiversity through, for example, adopting a more sustainable, locally sourced procurement policy, or through 
funding decisions and conditions. 

Scrutiny o Merthyr Tydfil Nature Recovery Action Plan (MTNRAP) to be scrutinised by Council.  

2019 
o To be undertaken in January 2020 

2020 
o Scrutiny: Neighbourhood Services, Planning and Countryside Committee. Monday, 13th January, 2020, 2.30pm. 

Item 611 Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council Nature Recovery Action Plan (2019-2024). The committee 
resolved that: the contents of the document should be noted. 
 

o The First Annual Review of the MTNRAP is set to be considered by the Scrutiny Committee on 01/03/21. 
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2021 
o Scrutiny: Neighbourhood Services, Planning and Countryside Committee. Scheduled for Monday, 17th January, 

2021, 4.15pm. Grass Cutting And Biodiversity. 

Neighbourhood 
Services 

Property and 
Estates 

o Implement environmental legislation 
o Evidence of benefitting biodiversity through strategic and pro-active land management, 

enforcement and retention of control of critical land 
o Pro-active and strategic engagement with third sector organisations to contribute to land 

management 

2019 

o Internal consultation correspondence – Land considered for disposal or lease is subject to consultation. This 
consists of a summary of the intentions and is sent to internal departments, Corporate Management Team, 
Corporate Leadership Team and Councillors, the purpose of the consultation is to draw out concerns, 
observations and opportunities to identify and manage land/property and in doing so works in conjunction to 
support the Environment Wales Act 2016 

2020 

o Internal consultation now goes to the Planning Department in the first instance. 

2021 

o No changes. 

2019 

o Transfer documentation and lease/licences – Data is shared with relevant departments. Additionally as a result 
of the consultation observations raised in connection with the Environment Wales Act 2016 may be 
factored/caveated within transfer documents or within Heads of Terms as part of negotiations. 

2020 

o As part of the department’s processes the Planning Department is notified of completion of transactions. 

2021 

o No changes. 

2019 

o There is an existing adopted Asset Management Plan (2014-2019) available to view on the Councils website 
https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/1881/corporate-asset-management-plan-2014-19-v2.pdf. The 
replacement Asset Management Plan (2020-2025) will include specific actions and references to the 
Environment (Wales) Act 2016. 

2020 

o Ongoing. 

2021 

o The new Asset Management has been delayed, however it is anticipated it will be adopted in 2022. 

Highways and 
Engineering 

o Pro-active and strategic approach to planned maintenance and flooding 

o “Biologically friendly” engineering, flooding and highways methods considered and used 
where appropriate 

2019 
o The latest Flood Risk Management Plan for Merthyr Tydfil County Borough is dated 2015. The next iteration of 

Flood Risk Management plans are due to be consulted on in December 2020 and published in December 2021. 
Work on the unified plan is currently ongoing with Natural Resources Wales leading and each local authority 
identified as having a flood risk area, making a significant contribution to the plan.  

o On January 7th 2019 Welsh Government implemented Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act. 
The act requires that all new developments of over 100m2 construction area to incorporate sustainable urban 
drainage systems (SuDS) to manage on-site surface water. The Act also places a duty on the Local Authority to 
adopt and maintain any sustainable drainage system that serves 2 properties or more. Each of the 22 local 
authorities in Wales act as a SAB (SuDS Approval Body) responsible for the technical approval, adoption and 
long term maintenance of SuDS systems designed and constructed to the defined statutory standards. Approval 
must be sought from the SAB prior to construction work commencing. 

2020 

https://www.merthyr.gov.uk/media/1881/corporate-asset-management-plan-2014-19-v2.pdf
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o The next iteration of the Flood Risk Management plans is due to be published in December 2021. Merthyr Tydfil 
CBC have been identified as having 2 flood risk areas in the borough (Troedyrhiw and Merthyr Town). Under 
the Flood and Water act 2010, MTCBC have a statutory duty on the authority to develop a revised Flood Risk 
Management Plan focussing on the flood risk areas as well as other communities within the borough. No 
progress has been made on the next iteration to date. Since the UK’s departure from the EU, there is no longer 
a requirement to report measures to the EU and WLGA are currently in discussions with Welsh Government 
with a view to merging Flood Risk Management Plans with local Flood Risk Strategies. If agreed, Flood Risk 
Management Plans would no longer be published in December 2021 but would be published in line with the 
next iteration of the Local Flood Risk strategy due for publication in October 2022. 

o Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act has now been in place for 2 years and some good progress 
has been made in developing the processes to manage it and working with developers and consultants to better 
understand the requirements. To date, MTCBC have received 20 full applications and 3 pre-applications for 
larger developments. It is understood that only 30% of full planning applications received have resulted in the 
submission of a SAB application. To date, there have been zero adoption requests although a 50 plot residential 
development at pre-discussion stage will become the first adoptable SuDS development for the authority in the 
near future. 

2021 
o The next iteration of Flood Risk Management plans are due to be consulted on in December 2022 and published 

at some point in 2023, although precise timings are yet to be confirmed. 
o To date, MTCBC have received 48 full applications and 15 pre-applications for larger developments. It is 

understood that only 40% of full planning applications received have resulted in the submission of a SAB 
application. This may be due to developers acquiring planning permission in the first instance with 5 years to 
begin their development. To date, there has been one adoption request. There is the potential for further 5 
adoption requests for large 20+ plot developments on 2022. 

Parks 
o In liaison with the Countryside department, the Parks department are proposing to change their 

grassland management regime. Grassland habitat in the ownership of MTCB is to be mapped 
and new cutting schedules revised with the overall aim of cutting less and cutting later. 

2019 
o Pilot areas have been identified to demonstrate the difference a change in cutting regime can make to grassland 

habitat. Cuts have been undertaken later in the year (October) in addition to scarifying areas and sowing both 
wildflower seed and specifically yellow rattle (a semi-parasitic annual that suppresses vigorous growth of grass). 

o Joint talks (by the Parks and Countryside departments) undertaken to provide information regarding 
Biodiversity and Grassland Management – presented to Council Members and the Parks department staff. 

o Biodiversity and Grassland Management Factsheet plus Frequently Asked Questions document added to the 
Council website and advertised on the Council’s social media platforms. 

o Work is underway to map the grassland habitat under ownership of MTCBC. This will be used to create new 
grass-cutting regimes for different areas that will be designed to increase biodiversity. 

2020 
o During lockdown a video presentation (Merthyr Tydfil Nature Recovery Action Plan & Biodiversity and Grass Cutting 

Update) was created and distributed to all Councillors. 
o Six priority areas for a change in grass cutting regime were chosen around the County Borough :- 

 Haydn Terrace, Penydarren – on half of unused football pitch, the remainder to be still maintained 
for amenity use. 

 Parc Taff Bargoed – area at left of entrance. 

 Prince Charles hospital field, Gurnos. 

 ‘The Inky’ Twynyrodden – lower half only. 

 Teddington’s field, Cefn Coed. 

 Gellifaelog Terrace, Penydarren 
o In 2020, funding was secured by the MTCBC Countryside Team from The National Heritage Fund and Welsh 

Government’s new grant programme ‘Local Places for Nature’. The funding allowed the purchase of a new tractor 
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mounted cut-and-collect machine (Amazone Smartcut 2100) to allow grass clippings (initially from the six priority 
areas listed above) to be collected once or twice a year by the Parks Department Team. Scarifying blades can also 
be fitted, which will aid in future maintenance and development of new areas. 

o Meetings have taken place between the Parks Department and Councillors within each Ward to establish Ward 
priorities for grass cutting – this information will be added into the cutting plans/strategy for each Ward to be 
implemented in 2021. 

o The cut-and-collect machine is a large unit obtained for use on relatively large sites around the County Borough. To 
tackle smaller sites, the MTCBC Countryside Team has made a bid for further funding from the ‘Local Places for 
Nature’ 2021 grant programme. A series of small, but publicly visible/accessible priority areas will be targeted. 
These initial priority areas will be used as a test areas within each County Ward. When shown to be successful, the 
approach will be rolled out to other suitable areas within the County Borough. The 2021 bid also includes the 
purchase of seeds & plug plants and a number of ‘rugged’ android smart phones for use on the ground (survey 
work and recording of progress utilising GIS). 

 
Other actions undertaken during 2020: 
 

o Thinning out of the top woodland at Taff Bargoed Park, removing a lot of dead wood alongside Actif Wood 
volunteers and creating bird hides. 

o Planting of perennial wildflowers of benefit to pollinators at three of the six grass cutting priority areas (detailed 
above) plus a small verge at Edwardsville. 

o Erection of bird and bat boxes at Troedyrhiw Park. 

o Assistance provided to the Countryside Team with planting various shrubs, trees and hedges at Troedyrhiw , 
Treharris and Thomastown Parks.  

o Planting >7,000 spring flowering bulbs in Taff Bargoed, Cyfarthfa, Treharris, Thomastown and Troedyrhiw Parks. 

o Felling of diseased Leylandii at Treharris Park but leaving 8’ stumps for wood carver to create carvings under 
the Parks’ Alive Project in 2021. Carvings of a giant squirrel, Green Man of the Forest, x3 native Owls and a 
Buzzard with a rabbit in its talons. 

o Planting of 36 new trees in Cyfarthfa, Taff Bargoed & Thomastown Parks. 

o Assisting Wildlive Network in erecting webcams to capture wildlife and stream photos and videos to the 
internet. 

o Construction of island with deposited silt in the top lake at Taff Bargoed after Storm Dennis in February. Planting 
the island up with marginal and Golden Weeping Willow trees to create a nesting site and new habitat for the 
wildlife at Taff Bargoed.  

o Cleaning out over 1000 kilometres of watercourses at Cyfarthfa and Taff Bargoed creating spawning site for 
amphibians. 

o Planting 1000 Blue Bells and wood anemones in Cyfarthfa woodland. 

o Thinning out of Alder beds with Parks staff and Actif wood volunteers at Taff Bargoed creating a more open 
habitat for woodland plants. 

o De-silting two existing ponds in Treharris Park woodland and planting up with marginal plant species.  

o Constructing a new pond at Treharris Park entrance and planting up with marginal plant species plus sowing of 
wild flower seed. 

o De-silting and expansion of a pond at Nant Llwynog Park Bedlinog making an island in the middle, creating 
habitat for water fowl to nest and hopefully mammals to inhabit. 

2021 
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o Built and erected 25 natural bark & wood willow tit nesting boxes. See above photo attached. 

o Planted over 175 clear stem standard trees 25-30 litre root balls all over the borough. Will plant another 50 
heavy standard trees in Thomastown Park for the Queen’s canopy when delivered at the beginning of 2022. 

o Assisted in erecting a barn owl nesting box with cam recorder 

o Planted over 10,000 spring flowering bulbs throughout the borough ranging from Tête-à-tête daffodils to 
snake’s head fritillaries. Planting them within the 10 new biodiversity areas , parks, and other open spaces like 
roundabouts etc.  

o Erected 10 conventional bird nesting boxes for blue tits etc.  

o Sown over £300.00 worth of wildflower seed on areas throughout the borough ranging from specific plant 
species such as Poppies to using cornflower annual mixtures.  

o Planted 400 yellow rattle plugs over all the 10 biodiversity areas.  

o Repaired the ice-man woodcarving for education reasons. 

o Plans to run a hedge laying course before Christmas; laying the hedge on the Trevithick trail between Troedyrhiw 
and Merthyr Vale.  

o In addition to last year’s carvings we have had a dragon carved out of the diseased Cypress in Treharris Park. 
Again, plan to have a biodiversity totem pole carved too. That will have a damselfly, woodlice or pill bug, 
centipede and a toad carved into again another diseased Cypress tree.  

o Managed an area for nesting swans to successfully raise 6 cygnets at Taff Bargoed  

o Created areas for Kingfishers to fish from erecting perches on islands in the hope this will increase the 
population there. 

o Assisted the Countryside Team on all their Parks alive projects erecting the bee hotels, signage, planting of trees 
and shrubs along with riparian planting. At Trelewis wetland and all the other Parks Alive project sites etc.  

o Plan to plant over 80 – 100 standard trees 1.5-2m high throughout the borough along with over 300 whips to 
replace trees that have been felled due to being dangerous, diseased etc. and mainly due to Ash Die back. 

o Placed out two hedgehog houses in the parks to encourage hibernation and a safe haven for them. 

o Humanely trapped 12 moles and released them on Gelligear common to recolonise out in the wild. 

o Planted up various areas creating areas of interest for pollinators as well as giving aesthetic appeal to the public.  

o Built over 50 log piles and hibernacula throughout the borough. 

o De-silted the two woodland ponds at Treharris Park and made a new one at the main entrance. 

Waste 
Management 

o Domestic kerbside recycling 

2019 
o There is a weekly kerbside dry recycling service (in 2016/17, the average participation rate was 78%). All 

collected material is sold onto contracted re-processors achieving an average annual income of c.£250K for the 
authority. Material quality is recorded weekly and reported to Natural Resources Wales quarterly. 
 

o There is also a weekly kerbside food waste collection service. A consortium of local authorities, made up of 
Merthyr Tydfil, Rhondda Cynon Taf (RCT) and Newport are in contract (2015-2031) with Biogen Ltd to treat food 
waste through anaerobic digestion to generate electricity, gas and soil improver for local farmland. 

2020 
o All actions previously outlined in 2019 undertaken in 2020. 

2021 
o All actions previously outlined in 2020 undertaken in 2021. NB the recycling income has increased to c.£270K. 
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o Domestic refuse collection 

2019 

o There is a fortnightly kerbside refuse collection service. A consortium of local authorities, made up of Merthyr 
Tydfil, Rhondda Cynon Taf (RCT), Blaenau Gwent and Torfaen are in contract (2016-2041) with Viridor 
Management Ltd to dispose of residual waste through Energy from Waste (EFW), which is the process of 
generating energy in the form of electricity and/or heat from the primary treatment of waste. 

2020 

o All actions previously outlined in 2019 undertaken in 2020. 

2021 

o All actions previously outlined in 2019 undertaken in 2021. 

o Trade waste 
 
 
NB Recycling reduces the need to grow, harvest or extract new raw materials. This results in less 
damage to protected habitat and species, with fewer forests felled, rivers diverted, animals 
injured/killed/displaced, less pollution of water, soil and air. 

2019 

o There are several recycling streams that are collected separately and transferred separately at the local waste 
transfer station (cardboard – any day of the week; glass – any day of the week; paper – once a week; plastic & 
cans – twice a week; green waste – once a week). All services are chargeable apart from green waste collection, 
which is free. 

o Trade food waste is collected on an individual business contractual schedule, two days per week. Trade food 
waste is processed (along with domestic food waste) at Biogen Ltd through anaerobic digestion to generate 
electricity, gas and soil improver for local farmland. 

o There is a three day per week residual trade waste collection service. The waste is not taken to landfill, but 
processed through EFW. 

2020 

o All actions previously outlined undertaken in 2020. 

2021 

o All actions previously outlined undertaken in 2021. 

Waste 
Management 

o Maximising recycling 

2019 

o ICT equipment amnesty (schools) 

o ICT department (formal recycling of in-house equipment) 

o Pumpkin Rescue Campaign (composting) 

o Christmas card recycling 

o Battery recycling competition 

o Metal Matters campaign (waste amnesty community day). 

o Re-use Shop set up in Unit 10 

2020 

o ICT department (formal recycling of in-house equipment) 

o Pumpkin Rescue Campaign (composting) 

o Christmas card recycling 

o Battery recycling competition 

o Metal Matters campaign (waste amnesty community day). 

o Keeping up with the Jones’ campaign in conjunction with WRAP Cymru to prevent recyclable materials from 
being placed in residual bins. 

o Introduced collection of plastic film for recycling at HWRC sites. 
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o Electrical recycling campaign to remove this material from refuse bins 

2021 

o ICT department (formal recycling of in-house equipment) 

o Pumpkin Rescue Campaign (composting) 

o Keeping up with the Jones’ campaign in conjunction with WRAP Cymru to prevent recyclable materials from 
being placed in residual bins. 

o Introduced collection of plastic film for recycling at HWRC sites. 

o Took part in a WRAP trial to collect and recycle plastic film from the kerbside  

o Electrical recycling campaign to remove this material from refuse bins in conjunction with Material Focus 

o Community recycling days in partnership with Street Cleansing and local RSL’s  

o Introduced kerbside battery collections to remove this material from the general waste bin, provided purple 
bags and letter dropped whole borough 

o Promoted REW repair directory via our website 

o Separation of litter bin waste to maximise recycling capture 

Community 
Regeneration 

Physical 
Regeneration 

o Individual environmental improvement projects 

o All projects include one element of biodiversity improvement from concept through to delivery 

2019 

Example projects include: 

o The Taff Bargoed Catchment project - this focusses on: 

 Education – engaging local schools through a series of educational workshops on rivers, 

 Wildlife and habitats, community engagement – river clean ups and litter picking 

 Environment – river restoration training courses and tackling invasive species 

 Restoration of natural processes and ecological resilience  

 Provision of downstream benefits to both the environment and communities.  

 Enhancement of land owner and partner relationships and adoption of a sustainable guardianship 
approach to manage the catchment. 

o Countryside Guardians project - Keep Wales Tidy is providing practical support, training and materials to groups 
carrying out local environmental improvements within MTCB. 

o Tipical Valleys project -  a two year public engagement, education, active citizenship, research programme that 
will bring together people from local communities with specialists from a wide cross section of organisations 
and encourage them to work together to promote and interpret mineral spoil localities. 

o Connecting People and Nature project - the Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales have partnered up with 
Small Woods on an exciting 3 year project in Merthyr Tydfil. The project is working with the local communities 
of Bedlinog, Vaynor, Bryngoleu and Gellideg, and aims are to encourage local people to access green spaces 
and create opportunities for people to connect with the nature, help manage and enhance biodiversity and, 
create opportunities to learn new skills. 

2020 

Example projects include: 

o The Taff Bargoed Catchment project - this focussed on: 

 Education 

 Wildlife and habitats, community engagement 
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 Environment – river restoration training courses and tackling invasive species 

 Restoration of natural processes and ecological resilience. 

o Project now ended but acted as a pilot for the new SMS funded ‘Restore the River’ / Adfer yr Afon scheme. 

o Countryside Guardians project - Keep Wales Tidy provided practical support, training and materials to groups 
carrying out local environmental improvements within MTCB. 

Project now ended, but legacy includes: 

 23 individuals trained, two hedges planted, totalling 45m, 15m of traditional dead hedge created, 
187m of other hedge has been laid 

 A further 131m2 of open space has been enhanced with native planting or meadow management  

 60m2 of scrub clearance/access improvement  

 30m2 of wetland management  

 158m2 of woodland management  

 32m2 of dry-stone wall improvements 

[NB not all the above occurred in 2020/21] 

o Tipical Valleys project -  a two year public engagement, education, active citizenship, research programme that 
will bring together people from local communities with specialists from a wide cross section of organisations 
and encourage them to work together to promote and interpret mineral spoil localities. Project now ended. 

o Connecting People and Nature project - the Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales partnered up with Small 
Woods on a 3 year project in Merthyr Tydfil. The project is working with the local communities of Bedlinog, 
Vaynor, Bryngoleu and Gellideg, and aims are to encourage local people to access green spaces and create 
opportunities for people to connect with the nature, help manage and enhance biodiversity and, create 
opportunities to learn new skills. 

Project now ended, but legacy includes: 

 173 individuals trained in Countryside management 

 1449 individuals engaged by the project 

 13km of pathways managed or improved 

 62.5 acres of habitat improvement 

 5.4 acres of invasive species cleared and 

 4 management plans produced.  

New projects: 

o SMS ‘Restore the River’ / Adfer yr Afon. The project will work with partners in the Taff Bargoed Valley to restore 
the natural processes and ecological resilience of the catchment. It is expected that as well as restoring 
sustainable resilience to the area, that land owner and partner relationships will be improved and a long term 
guardianship approach be adopted to manage the catchment. 

Money will be spent on implementing traditional and innovative physical interventions on the catchment, 
project/contract management, ecological monitoring and interpretation and communication activity. 

o Taf Fechan Landscape & Community Project. The project is focused on the catchment at Pontsticill reservoir. 
This catchment is an area of 1628 hectares (16.28km²) and provides private and public water supplies to over 
162,000 properties. It is classed as a drinking water Safeguard Zone. This is an area at risk of deteriorating water 
quality and will be a focus of proactive management and engagement to protect and improve water supplies.  
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Current water quality issues include algae, excess nutrients and the presence of taste and odour forming 
compounds, which although not a risk to health, do result in a musty flavour, which leaves the water 
unacceptable to the customer. 

2021 

Example projects include: 

o SMS ‘Restore the River’ / Adfer yr Afon. The project will work with partners in the Taff Bargoed Valley to restore 
the natural processes and ecological resilience of the catchment. It is expected that as well as restoring 
sustainable resilience to the area, that land owner and partner relationships will be improved and a long term 
guardianship approach be adopted to manage the catchment. 

o Money will be spent on implementing traditional and innovative physical interventions on the catchment, 
project/contract management, ecological monitoring and interpretation and communication activity. 

o  

Economic 
Development 

o Prioritise support to businesses seeking to sustainable use and improve  the local 
landscape/environment 

2019 

o Direct business support for businesses is extremely limited at present. However, any future programme would 
have to conform to the Wellbeing and Future Generations Act. 

2020 

o Direct business support for businesses is extremely limited at present. However, any future programme would 
have to conform to the Wellbeing and Future Generations Act. 

2021 

o Direct business support for businesses is extremely limited at present. However, any future programme would 
have to conform to the Wellbeing and Future Generations Act. 

Tourism o Promote the sustainable use of the landscape and environment 

2019 

o Sustainable outdoor activities are a central tenet of the Merthyr Tydfil Destination Management Plan. 

2020 

o Sustainable outdoor activities are a central tenet of the Merthyr Tydfil Destination Management Plan. 

2021 

o Sustainable outdoor activities are a central tenet of the Merthyr Tydfil Destination Management Plan. 

Employment & 
Employability 

o Environment Sector employment and volunteering 

2019 

o Parks for People 2 Project at Cyfarthfa has a prominent volunteering element. All the RDP funded projects 
encourage volunteering. 

2020 

o All RDP funded projects encourage volunteering. 

2021 

o All RDP funded projects encourage volunteering. 

External Funding 
o Support third sector organisations in environmental improvement projects 

 

2019 
o The only external funding support for businesses at present is through the RDP, most of the projects supported 

have an environmental element. The cooperation commons project, for example, has elements of habitat 
creation through tree planting, bracken management and dry stone walling.   

2020 
o The only external funding support for businesses at present is through the RDP, most of the projects supported 

have an environmental element. The cooperation commons project, for example, has elements of habitat 
creation through tree planting, bracken management and dry stone walling. 
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2021 
o The only external funding support for businesses at present is through the RDP, most of the projects supported 

have an environmental element. 

Rights of Way o Managed to benefit biodiversity 

2019 

o Rights of way are maintained by the relevant landowner. 

2020 

o Rights of way are maintained by the relevant landowner. 

2021 

o Rights of way are maintained by the relevant landowner. 

Other 

o Provide opportunities for voluntary sector to learn traditional countryside, environmental 
improvement & horticultural skills 

o Work with partner organisations to provide advice on and implement habitat management for 
restoring, maintaining and enhancing biodiversity. 

2019 

NB actions here co-ordinated by the Countryside team: 

o Honey Bee training for MTCBC Staff and community members run by Local Voluntary Group through Rural 
Development Programme project 

o Several events held throughout the County Borough: to encourage the public/school children to learn and 
understand our natural world and traditional skills: 

 World Environment Day 

 International Environment Day 

 Wales Nature Week 

o British Institute for Geological Conservation (BIGC) community packs for carboniferous plant evolution and 
Victorian gardens at Cyfarthfa greenhouses. 

o Grow Wild event undertaken through the Gurnos Men’s Project to improve pollinators within the Gurnos area 

o Grow wild event at Goetre Primary School 

o Thomastown Park nature event  

o Sandy Park nature event 

o 6x childrens nature events at Treharris Park 

o Bulb/seed planting with various groups throughout County Borough 

o Tree replacements at Edward Street with local community group 

o Earth hour- Cyfarthfa Park/Taf Bargoed Park – walk and talks 

o Bioblitz at Nant Llwynog Park 

o 2x apple grafting training – Cyfarthfa Greenhouses 

o 2x plant cutting training – Cyfarthfa Greenhouses 

2020 

NB actions here co-ordinated by the Countryside team: 

o Apple pruning / Apple grafting training event 

o Foraging event 

o Bird box event 

2021 

o No reported actions for 2021 
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Learning Schools o Direct actions undertaken by schools in MTCB designed to increase biodiversity. 

2019 

o Questionnaires sent out to all schools regarding actions undertaken. Replies received from a number of schools. 
Actions taken collated into a summary table – see below: 

Action Action undertaken  

Bird/bat boxes  

Bug hotels/bee homes  

Hedgehog homes/survey tunnels  

Wildlife cameras  

Wetland/pond areas  

Log/stone piles  

Grass cutting regime - leave areas to grow long and benefit invertebrates  

Take part in national biological surveys (e.g., Big Schools Birdwatch RSPB, Oil Beetle Hunt, 
Buglife) 

 

Plant hedgerows/trees  

Increase flora diversification  

Biodiversity subject area covered in science lessons and across curriculum  

Reducing plastic usage, for example: 

 provision of re-usable drinking bottles to staff and students 

 school eco group queried use of single use plastics in relation to catering  

 

Re-use and recycling leading to reduction in use of skips, including, for example:  

 Use of plastic waste in art and technology 
 

Improvement of paper recycling systems  

Any other activity (please outline): 

 Allotment, fruit and vegetables 

 Woodland Trust Platinum Award 

 

 

2020 

o The ongoing Covid 19 situation has meant that an update to direct actions taken by schools has not been 
possible to provide. 

o However, schools have been reminded about these actions and asked to provide an update whenever they 
are able to this year. This will be an annual expectation. 

2021 

o The continuing Covid 19 situation has meant that an update to direct actions taken by schools has not been 
possible to provide. 

o There is an annual expectation for schools to provide an update and this will be factored into GB meetings 
moving forward. 
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o Green flags 
o Student-led eco-initiatives 
o Environmental projects 

2019 
General 

o In schools, environmental issues are routinely discussed and addressed on a cross curricular basis. 
 

Eco-Schools 
o Eco-School green flags have been achieved annually, since 2016: 

 

GREEN FLAG 
NUMBER 

2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

1st 1 5 4 

2nd 2 3 2 

3rd 2 4 2 

4th* - 11 1 

5th* 3 - - 

6th* 1 - - 

 
(* A 4th green flag is referred to as a Platinum award and any flags above this we refer to renewing their 
Platinum award). 
 

o This programme aims to promote environmental awareness on a cross curricular model and to develop an 
understanding in sustainability. The Eco-Schools process is holistic and involves the whole school community 
and as such also encourages teamwork. 

o All schools have School Councils and some also have Eco Committees to ensure that environmental issues are 
discussed and addressed by the whole school. 

o At the annual Student Conference facilitated by the LA, a workshop is held to promote environmental 
awareness where the pupils have an opportunity to discuss environmental issues, targets, action to take and 
how to check the impact. 

o A programme of activities for schools has been produced to reduce, reuse and recycle. 

Aim: 10% of schools to engage with the Christmas Card Recycling project over the next year. 

Aim: 100% of schools to engage with an environmental project within next 4 years. 

Aim: develop a Network group of School based Eco Coordinators and outside agencies. 
2020 
General 

o In schools, environmental issues are embedded into their daily functioning and are firmly embedded into the 
curriculum. Becoming ethical, informed citizens is integral to the new Curriculum for Wales 2022. 
 

Eco-Schools 
o Eco-School green flags have been achieved annually, since 2016. Schools continue to engage with Eco-Schools: 

 

GREEN FLAG 
NUMBER 

2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

1st 1 5 4 

2nd 2 3 2 

3rd 2 4 2 

4th* - 11 1 

5th* 3 - - 
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6th* 1 - - 

 
o Engagement with the Eco-Schools Awards remains high with 19 out of 26 schools having active Green flag 

status; 10 of which have Platinum status. There are an additional three schools that are non-green schools but 
have active applications. These awards nurture positive attitudes to the environment and develop and active 
global citizenship. 

o This programme aims to promote environmental awareness on a cross curricular model and to develop an 
understanding in sustainability. The Eco-Schools process is holistic and involves the whole school community 
and as such also encourages teamwork. 

o All schools have School Councils and some also have Eco Committees to ensure that environmental issues are 
discussed and addressed by the whole school. 

o During Anti-bullying week in 2020 the annual Student Conference was held with a variety of workshops being 
delivered online. 96 pupils from nine primary schools and Greenfield Special School attended 10 workshops 
over the week. 

At the annual Student Conference facilitated by the LA, a workshop is held to promote environmental awareness 
where the pupils have an opportunity to discuss environmental issues, targets, action to take and how to check 
the impact. 
The Student Conference took place in 2020 via online workshops. Prior to the workshop pupils had been sent 
natural resources from which bug houses were made together online. A presentation was shared on animal and 
bird populations that are decreasing. All with the aim on how we can do more to save the planet.  

o As part of their continued drive to lead, and teach the benefits of, a more sustainable life schools engage with 
activities to reduce, reuse and recycle. 

o A Wellbeing curriculum was produced ready for September 2020 for schools with colleagues from Central South 
Consortium (CSC) and the LA, as well as some primary Headteachers. The focus of this is on re-connection, 
recovery and resilience in light of the current pandemic and has been used across our schools. As part of this 
curriculum schools have been making a variety of wellbeing activities available e.g. mindfulness, making bird 
feeders, staying physically fit.  

o A project for pupils living in the Aberfan area was set up in December 2020 in partnership with the CwmTaf 
Morgannwg Health Board Research Innovation and Improvement Hub. This project aims to help capture the 
imagination of children using enterprise technology, whilst allowing them to play and create ideas providing 
new learning opportunities. The focus of the workshops will be for the children and young people to see how 
they can influence their future and how engaging with these projects supports their own wellbeing. 

2021 

General 

o In schools, environmental issues are embedded into their daily functioning and are firmly embedded into the 
curriculum. Becoming ethical, informed citizens is integral to the new Curriculum for Wales 2022. 
 

Eco-Schools 

o Eco-School green flags have been achieved annually, since 2016. Schools continue to engage with Eco-Schools: 

GREEN FLAG 
NUMBER 

2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2020/21 

1st 1 5 4 3 

2nd 2 3 2 4 

3rd 2 4 2 3 
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4th* - 11 1 - 

5th* 3 - - - 

6th* 1 - - - 

Platinum - - - 10* 

*With some of these having been renewed 3 or 4 times  

o Engagement with the Eco-Schools Awards remains high with 20 out of 26 schools having active Green flag 
status; 10 of which have Platinum status. There are an additional three schools that are non-green schools but 
have active applications. These awards nurture positive attitudes to the environment and develop and active 
global citizenship. 

o This programme aims to promote environmental awareness on a cross curricular model and to develop an 
understanding in sustainability. The Eco-Schools process is holistic and involves the whole school community 
and as such also encourages teamwork. 

o All schools have School Councils and some also have Eco Committees to ensure that environmental issues are 
discussed and addressed by the whole school. 

o During Anti-bullying week in 2021 the annual Student Conference was held with a variety of workshops being 
delivered online. Pupils attended from both primary and secondary schools. We are planning to hold a 
conference next year focusing on Climate Change.  

o At the annual Student Conference facilitated by the LA, a workshop is held to promote environmental awareness 
where the pupils have an opportunity to discuss environmental issues, targets, action to take and how to check 
the impact. 

o As part of their continued drive to lead, and teach the benefits of, a more sustainable life schools engage with 
activities to reduce, reuse and recycle throughout the year. 

o A Wellbeing curriculum was produced ready for September 2020 for schools with colleagues from Central South 
Consortium (CSC) and the LA, as well as some primary Headteachers. The focus of this is on re-connection, 
recovery and resilience in light of the current pandemic and has been used across our schools. As part of this 
curriculum schools have been making a variety of wellbeing activities available e.g. mindfulness, making bird 
feeders, staying physically fit.  

o A project for pupils living in the Aberfan area was set up in December 2020 in partnership with the CwmTaf 
Morgannwg Health Board Research Innovation and Improvement Hub. This project aimed to help capture the 
imagination of children using enterprise technology, whilst allowing them to play and create ideas providing 
new learning opportunities. The focus of the workshops was for the children and young people to see how they 
can influence their future and how engaging with these projects supports their own wellbeing. 

o Recycle Artwork, Get Fit Wales, Pharmabees and Energy Savers. More detail of the project are below.  
o Fitness well-being – working with ‘Get Fit Wales’ programme developed by Scott Tandy (Newydd Housing 

Association) providing children with access to either a Fit Bit/Pedometer and encouraging them to achieve X 
amount of steps per day. Each time they reach their targeted steps they will accumulate points to which they 
can redeem against one of the following; Leisure centre activities; local activity providers such as Bike Park 
Wales, Rock UK and Parkwood; Gaming suite access in Merthyr College. (These are in conjunction with Merthyr 
Council and Merthyr College). Improving youth fitness and well-being. 

o Local Activity Providers (adjoined to above) –  
o Sports development – Merthyr Council. Linking in with Dan Bufton & Emma Christopher who are Sports 

Development Officers. Allowing the access to local activity providers. Providing children with an exit route for 
fitness and well-being whilst providing opportunity for an inter school challenge. 

o This could be extended to VR technology to showcase the walking trails in Merthyr where children can discover 
new places to explore.VR headsets could be developed to display a ‘day in the life of’ a park ranger, life guard, 
fitness instructor, etc. 

o Following on from the Get Fit Wales programme, we have linked with ‘Esports Wales’ and Merthyr College 
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o Their aim is to provide opportunities for Esports talent in Wales to be scouted by professional teams through 
hosting and sponsoring tournaments nationwide with the focus always on Wales. Improving social and mental 
skills in children. 

o Merthyr College have a gaming suite which can be used under supervision for free to host fun gaming 
tournaments between classmates and opposing schools. 

o Merthyr College also have 3 courses which may interest the children who enjoy video games that they may 
never have known about. They are; Gaming Design, Business Technology & Esports. 

STEM – Pharmabees  

o Cardiff University developed an award winning project called ‘Pharmabees’ Dr Jenny Hawkins a former student 
discovered a ‘super honey’ from Tywyn in North Wales which killed hospital super-bugs and determined that 
this activity was due to specific plants which the bees visited during foraging. 

o To support this aim, they have developed a range of engagement activities and educational resources built 
around pollinators and biodiversity. 

o In partnership with primary school teachers and with the support of Cardiff Council and the Welcome Trust, 
they have developed a bee based KS2 STEM enrichment package to help primary school teachers explain the 
importance of these essential creatures. 

o The aim is to inspire these children to develop an interest in bees and nature and ultimately take ownership of 
the spaces in which they live. 

Techniquest  

o Food – Farmers – Superheroes – KS2 Slideshow 
o The show delves deep into the heroic work UK farmers do to feed our increasing population while protecting 

the environment around us. We point a spotlight at UK farmers, looking at the how they face the challenge of 
Sustainable, environmentally conscious farming making them secret farming super heroes! We’ll bust some 
myths about food production, see the roles farmers play in the carbon cycle. Look more closely at how farming 
can impact the greenhouse effect, study farming and biodiversity and see how farmers manage water to protect 
the environment. 

Energy Savers- Switch off campaign  

o Undertake an audit of your schools to see where items can be switched off and savings made. Learn where 
energy comes from and how it use can be reduced in order to create more sustainable living. Which school 
could make the biggest saving? 
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21st Century 
Schools 

o New schools considered ecological issues from design through to implementation. 
o All 21st Century build projects give due consideration to energy efficiency and resources 

sustainability. 

2019 

The policy for new schools (new-build and refurbishment) is to 

o Carry out appropriate preliminary ecological appraisals (PEAs) of school development sites to provide sufficient 
information for the local planning authority to fully assess the potential ecological impacts of the proposed 
development, or to identify what further information is required before a full assessment can be made.  The 
results of the PEAs will be used to inform whether further surveys are required, or to establish the need for, 
and extent of, any mitigation or compensation measures required as part of the proposed development. 

o Assess, rate and certify the sustainability of the school buildings using the Building Research Establishment 
Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM). A BREEAM rating of EXCELLENT or above will be aimed for in 
every case. 

o Consider other sustainability measures, such as Solar Photovoltaic and Solar Thermal systems. 

o Liaise with Welsh Government regarding schools projects achieving carbon neutrality. 

2020 

o Currently being undertaken on all new school builds. 

o Welsh Government require a BREEAM rating of EXCELLENT for all funded new build schools. 

o All new school builds consider the installation of renewable technologies. 

o Carbon footprint is currently reduced as far as possible, however, to achieve this, increased funding is required. 
The department is liaising with Welsh Government regarding additional funding to achieve Carbon Neutrality.      

Example projects 

Ysgol y Graig 

o PEA – Completed 

o BREEAM assessment on-going current predicted score 76 at present 

o Solar PV large array to being fitted on the roof 

o Close liaison with Energy Engineer on carbon neutral targets 

New 3-16 faith school 

o Feasibility study of the site conducted. 

o PEA to be undertaken. 

2021 

o New project ongoing for 3-16 school. Ecological survey work commissioned and undertaken. Public consultation 
due to be started in 2022. 

o From January 2022, all new 21st Century School projects (both new build and major refurbishment) must achieve 
net zero. 

o All new schools built from 2022 must achieve a BREEAM rating of ‘excellent’. 

School Catering, 
Building & 
Facilities 

o Background: Since 2011 the refuse collection from school kitchens of waste such as packaging, 
tins etc. has reduced from 96kilos to just under 18kilos per annum from all schools as they are 
now being recycled. The LA supplies compostable bags to schools for all food waste for 
recycling.  This is for cooked and uncooked food waste from Breakfast Clubs and lunches. 80kg 
of food waste is collected per week per school. This equates to 3.2 tonnes per school over 40 
weeks. 

o 10% reduction in food waste per annum. Productivity checks will be undertaken in respect of 
food waste to ensure a reduction. Awareness with staff and pupils to comprise of pupil 

2019 

o The catering department wherever possible tries to purchase local food and beverage provisions. 

o Within the comprehensive schools, all disposables are currently being swapped to biodegradable products 
wherever possible.  

o Kitchen logbooks now have a section used by cooks to make a daily record of food wastage. 

2020 

o No changes in 2020/21 - kitchens have been closed for the majority of the Covid 19 pandemic. 

2021 
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engagement in designing a poster to displayed in schools and a competition for the school 
with the biggest reduction in food waste by the end of the summer term. 

o 20% reduction in food waste per annum. (adopting a similar approach as above) 

o The catering department has provided a school meals service throughout the pandemic.  Primary schools 
provided the full menu on plates.  The comprehensive schools started serving meals as a grab-and-go service, 
which was provided in disposable containers.  From 1st November 2021, only one comprehensive school 
provides this service, the rest serving on plates.  

o The catering department implemented a digital platform in September 2021 to all school kitchens for all admin 
work.  Very little admin is being done on paper now, and it is hoped that this will be phased out by January 2022. 

o We still aim to provide food and beverage that is as local as possible and within the framework set.  

Adult Social 
Services 

Day Services 

o Support the management and development of Cyfarthfa Greenhouses Environmental Projects. 

2019 

The staff at the greenhouses provide the following: 

o Spaces/facilities used by the Countryside Team and others to propagate native species, growing them on for 
planting out in the County Borough and assist with both increasing biodiversity and making local ecosystems 
more resilient. 

o Activities such as grafting sessions for the propagation of trees. Grafting can allow for instance a particularly 
disease resistant specimen to be reproduced, this could be used to create more resilient ecosystems and allows 
native species with local provenance to be used to populate other areas of the County Borough. This also 
decreases the need for importing specimens and therefore intruding diseased specimens. 

o Activities for school parties providing education relating to natural processes. 

o Foraging events for adults with learning disabilities, getting people out in the environment and learning about 
flora and fauna. 

o Other measures taken include, general recycling, green waste recycling and the purchase of a large capacity 
water butt to help make the greenhouses more self-sufficient in terms of its water supply. 

2020 

o Actions in 2020 included, general recycling and green waste recycling. 

o No further actions were taken due to Covid 19 restrictions. Day services and the greenhouses have been 
operating sporadically, with the main focus being keeping the individuals we support safe. 

o NB all outside bodies have been prevented from accessing the greenhouses to minimise risks. 

2021 

Due to Covid all activity outside of the greenhouses is on hold until normal operations resume within the care sector. Actions 
in 2021/22 included: 

o general recycling and green waste recycling (in place). 

o water harvesting to supply the Carboniferous garden (in place)  

o second water harvesting tank to be fitted to supply the gardening group (planned) 

Any activities for schools is currently on hold with plans to open the Carboniferous garden for school parties and general 
public once Covid guidelines are relaxed. 

No further actions were taken due to Covid 19 restrictions. Day services and the greenhouses have been operating 
sporadically, with the main focus being keeping the individuals we support safe. 

NB all outside bodies have been prevented from accessing the greenhouses to minimise risks. 

Community 
Occupational 

Therapy 

Community 
Mental Health 

Older People & 
Disability 

Advocacy 

Children Social 
Services 

Wellbeing & 
Early Response 

o Use of the outdoor environment for targeted well-being 
o Embed a pro-active and strategic approach (including needs) to the use of the outdoor 

environment for targeted well-being 
 

2019 

The following actions have been proposed for Merthyr Family Centre: 

o Bat boxes on the buildings 

o Bird boxes in the trees 
Merthyr Family 

Centre 
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Family Support o Hedgehog houses to be installed in the grounds (13cmx13cm gaps added at boundaries) 

o A wildflower area in the grounds to attract pollinators 

o Addition of a bird bath or small pond – this would attract a whole range of wildlife 

o Information made available to visitors about the plants and animals that will hopefully be attracted to the site 

2020 

o Nothing has happened in 2020 due to the Covid 19 pandemic. The previously proposed actions will remain in 
place to be implemented in 2021. 

2021 

o Nothing has happened in 2020 due to the Covid 19 pandemic, a busy schedule and shortage of staff. The 
previously proposed actions will remain in place to be implemented in 2022. 

Advocacy 

Children with 
Disabilities 

Early 
Intervention 

Looked After 
Children 

Fostering & 
Adoption 

Cwm Taf 
Integrated 

Family Support 

Cwm Taf Youth 
Offending 

Business Change  o Support integration of Environment Act within existing processes and systems 

2019 

o In line with its duties under the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, the Council has produced 
an ‘Integrated Impact Assessment (IIA)’. The IIA must be used at the outset of a proposal/initiative/project to 
help shape the activity from its inception and must accompany all reports to Council/Cabinet. Section 4 of the 
IIA deals with ‘Biodiversity and resilience of Ecosystems duty’. As such the Biodiversity and Resilience of 
Ecosystems duty is considered as part of every decision made by the Cabinet and Full Council. 

o Certain gaps have been identified within the existing documentation in relation to the Environment (Wales) Act 
2016. Additional text designed to fully update the IIA to reflect the requirements of The Environment (Wales) 
Act 2016 have been proposed, and the changes are likely to be implemented in January 2020. The 
documentation and process will also be reviewed on a regular basis and reported back to the Corporate 
Management Team. 

o In support of this, the most recent Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10, December 2018) describes the planning 
system as having a key role to play in reversing the decline in biodiversity and increasing the resilience of 
ecosystems (in line with the Environment (Wales) Act 2016). Planning Policy Wales (2018) is supplemented by 
Technical Advice Note (TAN) 5 - Nature Conservation and Planning 2009. 

2020 

o Due to the disruption caused by the Covid 19 pandemic throughout 2020 and ongoing in 2021, approval of the 
changes to the IIA has been delayed. Welsh Government initially pushed back the socio-economic duty to 
September 2020 and then later pushed it back to March 2021. This date is now fixed and will not change. 
Approval will take place in February 2021. 

2021 

o The updated IIA was approved in March 2021 to include the socio-economic duty, consultation and engagement 
and data and evidence. Guidance has also been updated to reflect any changes to wording and terminology 
with easy reads also developed. A review of the IIA was undertaken in September 2021 and ongoing reviews 
will be undertaken to ensure accuracy and to reflect current requirements. 
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o There has also been consideration of including de-carbonisation within the IIA, which will ensure that when 
proposals are considered, the impact on the environment in terms of our carbon agenda is also considered. This 
has not yet been included but discussions will continue. 

o This will also be reviewed as part of the Council’s governance (e.g. quarterly performance and improvement 
reviews). 

Re-use and 
Recycling 

ICT 
Planning 

department 

o ICT equipment recycled 
o Surplus food used for wildlife schemes or recycled 

2019 
o ICT equipment recycled certification 
o ICT recycles ICT equipment through various recyclers over several years due to the WEEE directive prior to Act 

coming into force in 2016. MTCBC Waste Management Dept has now arranged to start collecting the old ICT 
equipment to get their recycling figures up. No collections made as yet, but Sara Rees in Waste should be able 
to provide evidence when they do. 

o Trial teracycle crisp packet recycling in Planning department, Unit 5. 
2020 

o MTCBC Waste Management made two collections of old ICT equipment from the Civic Centre. Due to the large 
volumes building up, an external company was used for the last load. A WEEE certificate of disposal was 
supplied. 

o Teracycle crisp packet recycling scheme cancelled due to reduced usage of Unit 5 by the Planning Department. 
2021 

o All actions remain identical to those stated above. 

Performance  
o Support integration of Environment Act within existing processes and systems 
o Embed integration of Environment Act within existing processes and systems 
o 3. Monitor  integration of Environment Act within existing processes and systems 

2019 

o See Business Change 

2020 

o See Business Change 

2021 

o See Business Change 
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Human 
Resources 

Occupational 
Health 

o Promote the use of the outdoor environment (Open Spaces Strategy) to manage health 

2019 

o Well-being Wednesdays: Council staff are allowed time in work-hours to undertake activities to improve well-
being (linked to Wellbeing of Future Generations Act 2015). 

o Programme of events currently in progress. Proposal to offer some activities related to maintenance and 
enhancement of biodiversity (for example tree planting, invasive species control).  

o Reduce, re-use, recycle materials, but where products such as paper are bought, ensure that supplies come 
from sustainable sources, e.g., paper from sustainable forests. 

o Process of moving away from paper and towards electronic dissemination of information. A trial has been 
undertaken for moving from paper to electronic Payslips for c.80 staff. 

o Adding an informative paragraph regarding the EWA 2016 to any, and all, correspondence sent out. 

o Agreement with the Commoner’s Association to provide Health and Safety advice – similarly, correspondence 
could include an informative regarding the EWA. 

o Workforce Development is currently compiling a list of work experience placements (comprehensives and 
colleges). 

o Communications with all staff - suggestions of actions that might be taken at home, for example: 

 Planting native plants: 

 wildflowers 

 a tree 

 Putting up boxes for bats / birds / dormice or a bee/bug house 

 Ensuring there are gaps (13cm x 13cm) in boundary walls and fences to allow passage of hedgehogs 

 Keeping the garden dark at night 

 Recording native wildlife and passing on the information to the local biological records centre 

(South East Wales Biodiversity Records Centre) 

 Being aware of bird breeding season so that removal of vegetation is carried out when birds are 
not nesting. 

 Talk to your neighbours and spread the word about biodiversity!! 

2020 

o Due to the change in working from home, well-being Wednesday activities have been limited however, HR have 
continued to offer support and ideas in all staff emails about how to ensure wellbeing is as important whilst 
working from home.  

o The programme of events hasn’t been progressed within HR due to Covid 19 restrictions. 

o Working from home has allowed changes to processes (regarding reduction, re-usage and recycling of materials 
and the process of moving away from paper) across the Council and this is ongoing.  Electronic payslips were 
sent to all those staff who are able to receive them electronically. 

o During 2019 we offered 17 work experience placements.  Covid 19 restrictions has made work experience 
placements difficult, however, we have been able to offer one in Neighbourhood Services in January 2021 and 
one in the Energy Department. 

o Communications with all staff - suggestions of actions that might be taken at home hasn’t been progressed 
within HR due to Covid 19 restrictions. 

2021 

o The staff hub on the intranet has been updated - http://intranet.mtcbc.local/intranet/staff-hub/  

http://intranet.mtcbc.local/intranet/staff-hub/
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o A section of the pages has been devoted to managing health - http://intranet.mtcbc.local/intranet/staff-
hub/occupational-health/  

o Electronic payslips were sent to all those staff who are able to receive them electronically. 
o Increases in the use of the HR21 system to reduce paper across the Council to process has meant HR paper 

processes being moved to an online system. 
o The ‘work experience placement’ project is ongoing. A corporate apprenticeship programme has also been 

introduced by the Council. 
o Post placed on the staff Facebook pageregarding: 

 A volunteer scheme for growing wildflowers at home (part of a research project run by Swansea 
University) - 19th March 2021 

 World Bee Day – 20th May 2021 

 

 

http://intranet.mtcbc.local/intranet/staff-hub/occupational-health/
http://intranet.mtcbc.local/intranet/staff-hub/occupational-health/

